
Music Knowledge Organiser                                   
Unit/Term 1:  Introduction to Styles and Genres 
Year:  9 
Purpose of Unit:  
 
• To develop an understanding of how the BTEC 

music course is organised and assessed 
• To learn how to use the elements of music to 

research various styles of music 
• To understand how to identify the key features of 

Rock & Roll 
• To understand how to identify the key features of 

music from Africa and Brazil 
• To consolidate understanding of how to use 

sequencing software to recreate music in a specific 
style or genre 

• To learn how to provide practical written evidence 
to accompany the recording of work submitted 

 

 
BTEC TECH AWARD in MUSIC PRACTICE 

 
 

Key Learning/Knowledge: 
 
• The blues chord sequence and use of blues 

scale/blue notes 
• The electric and bass guitar 
• Slap-back delay  
• The structure and rhythm patterns used in African 

drumming and samba  
• The role of grooves, breaks, call & response and 

the master drummer 
• The instruments used in the traditional music of 

Africa 
• The instruments used in the traditional music of 

Brazil 

Key Vocabulary and meanings: 
 
Rock & Roll 
A 1950s style of music that developed from Jazz 
and the invention of the electric guitar. 
Djembe 
The main drum used in Africa.  There are three 
sounds – bass/slap/tone  
Samba 
The style of music and drums used in Brazil 
Riff 
A short repeated catchy pattern of notes used in 
popular music 
Syncopation/Syncopated 
Where the rhythm is ‘off-the-beat’  “Placement of 
rhythmic stresses or accents where they 
wouldn't normally occur” 
 
Elements of Music 
This is what we use to talk about music.  We use the acronym 
SMARTTT 
 
Structure 
Melody 
Accompaniment and Chords 
Rhythm 
Texture 
Timbre 
Technology 
 

Key Skills: 
 
• I can create a logic project folder and organise my 

own research using the work-space on share-point 
• I can find and manipulate loops in logic pro 
• I can perform and record simple chords 
• I can create musical ideas using midi/software 

instrument tracks 
• I understand how the quantise settings work and 

apply this to my midi tracks 
• I can use the screen shot app to provide evidence 

of how I have created my music project 
• I understand and can apply the mark scheme to 

my own work and the work of other students. 
 
 
 
 

Links to prior knowledge/learning: 
Year 8 topic 1:  Blues, Jazz and Rock  
Cross Curricular link/ World Issues 
The development of popular culture – post-war America and Britain 
The culture of Africa and Brazil 

 



Music Knowledge Organiser                                   
Unit/Term 2:  Introduction to Styles and Genres 
Year:  9 
Purpose of Unit:  
 
• To develop your understanding of how to use the 

elements of music to research various styles of 
music 

• To understand how to identify the key features of 
Reggae 

• To understand how to identify the key features of 
Drum’n’Bass 

• To develop understanding of how to use 
sequencing software to recreate music in a specific 
style or genre 

• To learn how to provide practical written evidence 
to accompany the recording of work submitted 

 

 
BTEC TECH AWARD in MUSIC PRACTICE 

 
 

Key Learning/Knowledge: 
 
• Rhythm patterns commonly used in Reggae. 
• Musical features of a reggae bass line. 
• Strophic form. 
• Instrumental line up in Reggae – vocals, backing 

vocals, electric guitar, bass guitar and drum kit. 
• Simple chord sequences commonly used in 

Reggae. 
• Appropriate tempo settings used in DnB and 

Reggae. 
• The structure and rhythm patterns used in DnB. 
• Basic understanding of Synthesizers. 
• The instruments commonly used in DnB and other 

forms of electronic dance music. 
 

Key Vocabulary and meanings: 
 
Reggae 
A style of music with a strongly accented 
subsidiary beat, originating in Jamaica.  
Offbeat Chords 
Chords are played on beats 2 and 4, this gives 
the music a laidback and relaxed feel. 
Strophic Form 
A musical form where one verse is repeated 
after the other and doesn’t contain a chorus. 
Electronic Dance Music 
Music produced electronically using digital or 
analogue equipment which is meant to be 
danced to. 
DnB 
A subgenre of electronic dance music known for 
its fast breakbeats and heavy basslines. 
Drum Machine 
A synthesizer specifically designed to reproduce 
the sound of drums and other percussion 
equipment. 
Synthesizer 
A machine that electronically generates and 
modifies sounds, frequently with the use of the 
digital computer. 
 
Elements of Music 
This is what we use to talk about music.  We use 
the acronym SMARTTT 
 
Structure 
Melody 
Accompaniment and Chords 
Rhythm 
Texture 
Timbre 
Technology 

Key Skills: 
 
• I can create a logic project folder and organise my 

own research using the work-space on share-point. 
• I can find and manipulate loops in logic pro 
• I can perform and record simple chords 
• I can create musical ideas using midi/software 

instrument tracks 
• I understand how the quantise settings work and 

apply this to my midi tracks 
• I can use the screen shot app to provide evidence 

of how I have created my music project 
• I understand and can apply the mark scheme to 

my own work and the work of other students. 
 
 
 
 

Links to prior knowledge/learning: 
Year 8 topic 5: Dance Music  
Cross Curricular link/ World Issues 
Reggae – nonviolent protest voice against white oppression, social justice and the dominant race/class 
system. Link with philosophy and ethics and Geography. 

 



Music Knowledge Organiser                                   
Unit/Term 3:  Exploring Music Styles 
Year:  9 
Purpose of Unit:  
 
• To develop your understanding of how the 

Music Styles exam works through completing a 
mock assignment. 

• To develop your composition skills through 
recreating four examples in contrasting musical 
styles. 

• To demonstrate your understanding of 
contrasting musical styles through producing a 
commentary to support your musical choices. 

 

 
BTEC TECH AWARD in MUSIC PRACTICE 

 
 

Key Learning/Knowledge: 
 

• The format of the Musical Styles exam. 
• How to present your evidence successfully 

for the exam board. 
• How to utilise the compositional and sonic 

features successfully in a selection of 
musical styles. 

Key Vocabulary and meanings: 
 
Reggae 
A style of music with a strongly accented 
subsidiary beat, originating in Jamaica.  
Electronic Dance Music 
Music produced electronically using digital or 
analogue equipment which is meant to be danced 
to. 
DnB 
A subgenre of electronic dance music known for its 
fast breakbeats and heavy basslines. 
Rock’n’Roll 
A popular music genre which combines elements 
of rhythm and blues with country and western 
music. It uses electronic instruments and emerged 
in the mid 1950s. 
African Music 
Music that comes from this continent tends to 
feature repetition, cyclic rhythms, widespread use 
of percussion instruments, call and response, 
polyrhythms, improvisation and vocals. 
Samba 
South American musical style which features 
multiple percussion instruments. Common features 
of Samba music include syncopation, call and 
response and polyrhythms. 
Compositional Features 
Melody – The tune or a linear sequence of notes. 
Harmony – When notes are played at the same 
time often creating a chord pattern. 
Tonality – The key that the music is in. 
Rhythm – The organisation of sounds by their 
length. 
Structure – The order that different parts of the 
music are played in. 
Sonic Features 
Instrumentation – The instruments or voices used 
in a composition. 
Texture – How the layers of sound interact in a 
piece of music. 
Timbre – The sonority of an instrument or voice. 
Production – The process of creating a recorded 
music product. 

Key Skills: 
 
• I can create a logic project folder and organise 

my own research using the work-space on 
share-point. 

• I can find and manipulate loops in logic pro 
• I can perform and record simple chords 
• I can create musical ideas using midi/software 

instrument tracks 
• I understand how the quantise settings work and 

apply this to my midi tracks 
• I can use the screen shot app to provide 

evidence of how I have created my music 
project 

• I understand and can apply the mark scheme to 
my own work and the work of other students. 

• I can produce an individual commentary (video, 
audio or written) to support points in my 
compositions. 

• I can produce short musical examples of a 
selection of styles. 
 
 
 
 

Links to prior knowledge/learning: 



Year 8 topic 2: Blues. Year 8 topic 5: Dance Music. 
Cross Curricular link/ World Issues 
Reggae – nonviolent protest voice against white oppression, social justice and the dominant race/class 
system. Link with philosophy and ethics and Geography. 
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