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A Level  Religious Studies  
Philosophy and Ethics

12
YEAR

YEAR

Philosophy: Plato 
Aristotle  

Soul, body and mind

Philosophy: Plato 
Aristotle  

Soul, body and mind

Buddhism: Buddha
Three Refuges 
Three Marks

Buddhism: Buddha
Three Refuges 
Three Marks

Ontological, 
Cosmological, 

Teleological Arguments 
for the Existence of God 

Four Noble Truths   
Noble Eightfold Path

Rebirth 
Paticcasamuppada

Ethics: Natural Law
Situation Ethics

Religious Experience
mystical, conversion, 

William James
Meditation 

Samatha and 
Vipassana

Kantian Ethics
duty   categorical 

imperative   
three postulates

Business Ethics
Corporate and social 

responsibility, 
whistleblowing, 

globalisation

Euthanasia
Voluntary/non-voluntary

sanctity of life   
quality of life

Problem of Evil
Augustine  

Irenaeus   Hick 

Mahayana Buddhism
upaya   Bodhisattvas   
paramitas   Trikaya   

Lotus Sutra parables
Zen and Pure Land

Nature of God 
Boethius   Anselm   

Swinburne

Madhyamika Philosophy
Prajnaparamita    

Heart Sutra    Nagarjuna

Religious Language
via positiva/negativa

symbol   analogy
Aquinas   Tillich

20th C. Perspectives 
Logical Positivism  

Wittgenstein
Falsification symposium

Buddhism in the West
Batchelor   Knitter

Engaged Buddhism 
and Activism

Sexual Ethics   
premarital/extramarital 

sex   homosexuality
Developments in the 

debate

Buddhism and gender 
equality

enlightenment   
female monasticism

Meta-ethics
Naturalism   
Intuitionism   
Emotivism

Revision 
Exam strategy  

Practice questions

Utiilitarianism
Bentham    Mill  

Act and Rule

Conscience 
Aquinas    Freud


