
Knowledge Organiser History   

Unit and Year: Y7 The Norman Invasion 
 
Purpose of Unit 

This unit focusses on how England was profoundly changed by the Norman invasion of 1066.   
Students are expected to be able to: 
Explain/Analyse and Evaluate the causes, events and impact of the Norman Invasion of 1066 
on England 

Key Learning/Knowledge: 
 What was England like before the 

invasion?   
 Who were the candidates for 

King upon Edward’s death and 
how strong were their claims? 

 Why did the Normans win the 
Battle of Hastings? 

 How did less than 10,000 Normans 
consolidate their position as 
overlords of England? 

 To what extent did life change 
under Norman rule? 

Key Vocabulary and meanings: 
 Anglo-Saxons – the people who ruled England 

before the Normans 
 Vikings – the people of Scandinavia 
 Normandy – area of North-West France where 

William’s men came from 
 Wessex – one of the former Kingdoms that 

covered much of Southern England.  Harold 
Godwineson was from Wessex. 

 William of Normandy – the King of Normandy 
and cousin of Edward the Confessor who 
defeats King Harold in 1066 to become King of 
England 

 Harald Hardrada – the Viking king who is 
defeated by King Harold 

 Harold Godwineson – a powerful noble who is 
made King following Edward’s death in 1065 

 Edward the Confessor –the Anglo-Saxon king 
who dies childless in 1065 

 Witan – the group of powerful nobles that have 
to agree who should be the next king 

 Fyrd – a part-time soldier 
 Housecarl – a professional soldier 
 Feudal system – the system of controlling a 

country whereby landowners provide land in 
return for loyalty and service 

 Domesday Book – a survey of the wealth of 
England published in 1086 

 Harrying of the North – the violent destruction 
of the north of England by the Normans 

 Motte and Bailey – the earliest type of castles 

Key Skills:  
Written communication 
Communicating ideas effectively 
through extended written work 
 
Oracy  
Recalling relevant knowledge and 
confidently expressing opinions. Listening 
to others' views and responding 
appropriately  
 
AO1 Knowledge and understanding 
demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of the key features and 
characteristics of the period studied. 
 
AO2 Second Order Concepts:  
Change and Continuity 
Cause and Consequence 
Links to prior knowledge/learning: 
England before 1066 (Primary School) 
 
Cross Curricular link/ World Issues 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Unit and Year: Y7 Life in Medieval England 
 
Purpose of Unit 

By the end of this unit of work you will be able to answer two key questions: 
What was life like for ordinary people in medieval England? 
Why was the Black Death so significant? 
In your lessons you will examine what it was like to live in a medieval village and 
compare this to a town.  You will explore why religion was so important to everybody 
and how the church dominated everyday life.  You will also learn about how ordinary 
people had fun and how they were punished You will think about how different it was 
to be a woman in medieval England to today.  For the second key questions you will 
explore the causes and effects of the Black Death that came to England in 1348. 

Key Learning/Knowledge: 
 Why was religion so important? 
 What was it like to live in a 

medieval village?  What about 
the towns? 

 How did people have fun? 
 What was done to keep law 

and order? 
 What was it like to be a 

woman in medieval England? 

Key Vocabulary and meanings: 
 Villein – They were Medieval peasants who 

were ‘tied’ to the Lord’s land. They had to 
farm their own land and the land of the 
Lord, and they had to get the Lord’s 
permission to do things like get married or 
leave the village. 

 Freeman - These people paid rent to the 
lord to farm their land, but they weren’t 
‘owned’ by the Lord, and could come and 
go as they pleased. 

 Doom painting – paintings in church that 
showed people what happened to them 
when they died 

 Tithe – all villagers had to give 1/10th of the 
food they grew to the church 

 Roman Catholic – almost everyone in 
medieval England was a Roman Catholic 
Christian who believed the Pope was the 
head of the church 

 Wattle and Daub – the material a peasant’s 
house was made from 

 Pottage – a vegetable stew eaten by the 
poor 

 Guilds – traders and craftsmen in towns 
formed groups with rules for all members to 
follow.  This ensured quality 

 Charters – towns had charters which 
guaranteed certain rights and freedoms to 
those that lived there 

 Merchant – someone who sold goods 
 Mob football – an early version of the game 

with very few rules 
 Tournament – competitions that the rich 

took part in such as jousting and sword-
fighting 

 Dowry – the husband would receive money 
from his new bride’s family 

 Black Death - The disease that affected 
England from 1348 onwards. It is estimated 
that it killed 40% of the population. 

 Hue and Cry – when a crime was 
committed you had to shout to raise help 
from others 

Key Skills:  
Written communication 
Communicating ideas effectively 
through extended written work. You 
will be practising your Point Evidence 
Explain Link paragraphs 
You will start to develop judgments to 
questions by comparing evidence 
 
AO1 Knowledge and understanding 
demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of the key features 
and characteristics of the period 
studied. 
 
AO2 Second Order Concepts:  
Change and Continuity 
Cause and Consequence 
 
AO3 using source material 
Analyse, evaluate and use sources 
(contemporary to the period) to 
make substantiated judgements, in 
the context of historical events 
studied. 
 
Cross Curricular link/ World Issues 
GCSE Health and the People course 
The changing status of women 
 



 Tithings – people were placed into groups of 
10.  They had to be responsible for each 
other’s behaviour 

 Treason – a crime against the monarch 
 

 

 

 



Unit and Year: Y7 Who held power in Medieval England? 
 
Purpose of Unit 

This unit focusses on where power lay in medieval England.  England was of course ruled 
by the King but you will also learn that other people held power or wanted it!  You will 
discover why the Magna Carta is such an important document in England’s history and 
how far it really gave power to people other than the King. You already know that the 
Christian religion was important to people at this point and now you will evaluate the 
power of the Catholic Church.  You will explore the moment when King Henry II clashed 
with his former friend, the Archbishop of Canterbury, over who really had most power in 
the land.  You will also reflect on the causes, events and consequences of Peasant’s 
Revolt of 1381 and ask yourself how significant this event really was. 
 

Key Learning/Knowledge: 
 Why did Henry and Thomas fall 

out? 
 What does the murder tell us 

about power in medieval 
England? 

 How significant is the Magna 
Carta? 

 Why was there a peasant’s revolt 
in 1381? 

 Is the peasant’s revolt important? 

Key Vocabulary and meanings: 
 Chancellor – the man who managed 

the money in the Kingdom (a very 
important job) 

 Archbishop of Canterbury – the most 
important bishop in England 

 Excommunicated – you lost your job 
and would go to hell when you died 

 Magna Carta – Great Charter.  A 
document that placed limits on the 
King’s power (signed by King John) 

 Democracy – the system that gives 
people a choice in who runs the 
country 

 Parliament – a place where decisions 
are taken about important matters.  
Parliaments met regularly from the 
1300s onwards 

 Great Council – an early form of 
parliament where powerful landowners 
would offer advice to the king 

 The Provisions of Oxford – The Barons 
forced Henry III to sign it giving the 
Great Council more powers 

 Tax – money paid to the king or 
government by ordinary people 

 Wat Tyler  - one of the leaders of the 
peasant’s revolt 

Key Skills:  
Second Order Concepts:  
Change and Continuity 
Cause and Consequence 
Chronological understanding 
 
PEEL – 
categorising/applying/explaining/linking 
evidence 
Evaluation – forming coherent 
judgements to key questions 

Links to prior knowledge/learning: 
England before 1066 (Primary School) 
 
Cross Curricular link/ World Issues 
The beginnings of democracy in the UK 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit and Year: Y7 How significant was the Tudor era? 
 
Purpose of Unit 

In this unit you will study perhaps the most famous family ever to rule England: the Tudors.  You 
will learn about the major religious, political and social changes that occurred between the 
accession of Henry VII and the death of Elizabeth I.  You will consider many interesting 
questions including why Henry VIII broke from the Roman Catholic Church and made himself 
head of the Church of England, how England survived an attack by largest naval fleet ever 
constructed and whether Elizabethan England can truly be described as a ‘golden age’. 
 

Key Learning/Knowledge: 
 Why did Henry split from Rome? 
 How did the Reformation change 

England? 
 Was Mary really ‘bloody’? 
 Did Elizabeth solve England’s 

religious problems? 
 Was Elizabethan England a 

‘golden’ era? 
 Why did the Spanish Armada fail? 

Key Vocabulary and meanings: 
 Armada – A fleet of warships 
 Blood Sports – Sports that involve the killing or 

wounding of animals 
 Canting – A secretive language used by sturdy 

beggars 
 Catholic – A follower of Catholicism, one of the 

main Christian religions 
 Colony – An area of land controlled by another 

country.  England began to take over other 
countries in the Tudor era and began to have an 
‘Empire’. 

 Dissolution of the monasteries – Henry VIII 
closed all the Catholic monasteries (places 
where monks lived) when he set up his own 
Church 

 Excommunicate – to be expelled from the 
Catholic Church 

 Grammar School – Schools for some boys that 
focussed on Latin and Greek 

 Martyr – a person prepared to die for their 
beliefs 

 Pauper – someone with no job who relies on 
charity 

 Poor Law – A law passed in 1601 that divided the 
poor into four categories 

 Pope – the head of the Catholic Church 
 Pirate – A person who attacks and robs ships at 

sea 
 Privateer- a sailor with permission to steal from 

foreign ships 
 Protestants –A group of Christians that protested 

against the Catholic Church 
 Reformation – The name used to describe the 

changes and reforms made to the Christian 
church in some countries such as England  

 Religious settlement – Elizabeth I’s law that 
established the rules for the new Church of 
England 

 Renaissance – the period of time between the 
14th and 16th centuries in Europe when there was 
a rebirth in art, literature and science 

 Sturdy beggar – a criminal who uses tricks to get 
money 

 Vagabonds – tramps or homeless people 
 Yeoman – a farmer 

 

Key Skills:  
You will consider history in the following 
ways: 
Change and Continuity – what 
changed and what stayed the same 
Cause and Consequence – why did 
things happen and what happened as 
a result of certain events or actions 
Chronological understanding – 
describing how things fit together 
 
You will be practising:  
Categorising/applying/explaining/linking 
evidence 
Evaluation – forming coherent 
judgements to key questions 
 
PEEL paragraphs (Point, Evidence, 
Explain, Link) 
 
Primary source analysis 
Learning to read sources carefully and 
analyse their accuracy using contextual 
knowledge. 
Commenting on the purpose and 
provenance of sources 



Links to prior knowledge/learning: 
England in the medieval period 
 
Cross Curricular link/ World Issues 
The Reformation and the origins of the split in the Christian Church 
The origins of the British Empire and the slave trade 
 

 

 


