
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit and Year: YR 12 Henry VII term 1 
 
Purpose of Unit 

To introduce the Tudors unit. 
To link to the Wars of the Roses and what H7s claim to the throne was.  
Consolidation of H7 on the throne  
How Henry controls nobility and his rule 
 

Key Learning/Knowledge: 
 Briefly Wars of the Roses 
 H7 consolidation on the throne 
 Religion under Henry 
 Controlling the nobility 
 Local and national government  
 Finance under H7 

Key Vocabulary and meanings: 
 Privy Chamber The private quarters of the 

monarch only accessible by those closest to 
the monarch. This area was heavily guarded 
in the reign of Henry VII and staffed by nobles 
whom he could trust. 

 Privy Council 
A group of advisors, usually members of the nobility 
and the higher clergy, chosen to help the monarch 
with governing the country. 

 The Court of the Star Chamber 
This took its name from the ceiling decoration of the 
room in which it was held at Westminster Palace. 
The Court supervised the lower courts and could be 
appealed directly. It gained much greater power 
under Henry VII. 

 Act of Attainder- This declared a landowner 
guilty of rebelling against a monarch; the 
attainted noble lost his title, lands and 
sometimes his head; his heirs were 
disinherited 

  
 Bonds and recognizances – ways use to 

control the nobility 
 Intercursus Magnus and Intercursus Malus – 

trade agreements 
 Tonnage and poundage - The right to raise 

revenue for the whole reign from imports and 
exports 
 

Key Skills:  
How to write notes 
How to structure essays  
Second Order Concepts:  
Change and Continuity 
Cause and Consequence 
Chronological understanding 
 
PEEL – 
categorising/applying/explaining/linking 
evidence 
Evaluation – forming coherent 
judgements to key questions 

Links to prior knowledge/learning: 
None  
 
Cross Curricular link/ World Issues 
 



 

Unit and Year: YR 12 Henry VII term 2 
 
Purpose of Unit 

To carry on with learning about Henry VII 
Threats to the throne – to consider how secure Henry was on his throne, to 
examine the nature of threats both internal and from other countries. 
To learn about Henry and religion – this sets up the learning for Term 3 and 4 with 
Henry VIII 

Key Learning/Knowledge: 
 Threats to the throne – Simnel, 

Warbeck and Margaret of 
Burgundy. 

 Internal rebellion – Cornish and 
Yorkshire rebellions 

 How successful was Henry with 
trade- prosperity and poverty. 

 Religion and humanism at the 
time of H7 

 Ending of the reign of Henry VII- 
and discussions regarding his 
legacy e.g. should Henry be 
regarded as a miser, what key 
factors enabled him to be 
successful etc. 
 

Key Vocabulary and meanings: 
 Holy Roman Empire – loose 

confederation of about 300 states 
led by an emperor who was always 
from the Austrian Habsburg 
dynasty. 

 Retaining – keeping a private army 
 Merchants of the Staple- controlled 

the export of wool, was based in 
Calais.  

 Hanseatic League- a commercial 
union to control trade in the Baltic 

 Erastian- view that the State should 
always have control over the 
Church- from the ideas of Erasmus 
a leading humanist 

 Transubstantiation – Christian belief 
that the bread and wine in the 
service of the Mass change totally 
into the body and blood of Christ. 

 Anti- clericalism – opposition to the 
role of the Church in political and 
other non-political matters 

Key Skills:  
How to write notes 
How to structure essays  
Second Order Concepts:  
Change and Continuity 
Cause and Consequence 
Chronological understanding 
 
PEEL – 
categorising/applying/explaining/linking 
evidence 
Evaluation – forming coherent 
judgements to key questions 
Links to prior knowledge/learning: 
Reign of Henry VII  from term 1 
 
Cross Curricular link/ World Issues  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit and Year: YR 12 Henry VIII term 3 
 
Purpose of Unit 
Henry VIII: character and aims; addressing Henry VII’s legacy 
Early foreign policy – relations with Scotland and France. How harmonious were they?  
Government: Crown and Parliament, ministers Thomas Wolsey – what was his role and why did he 
fail? 

Key Learning/Knowledge: 
 
Addressing Henry VII’s legacy 
Consideration of the extent to which 
Henry VIII was prepared for kingship 
 
Character and aims Consider the 
changing interpretation of Henry VIII’s 
character. Research skills: students to 
find the most surprising academic 
interpretation of Henry; the most 
shocking, the most subjective, etc 
 
Domestic policies- Removal of Empson 
and Dudley and marriage to Catherine. 
Establish most important reasons. 
 
 Consider how Wolsey came to the 
attention of Henry and rose so rapidly to 
prominence. 
 
Link to early foreign policy with France 
and Spain. 
 
The establishment of royal supremacy 
the case for and against annulment. 
 
How far did Wolsey serve the interests of 
the king as opposed to his own? 
Relative assessment of Wolsey’s 
domestic and foreign policy 
achievements. Account for the fall of 
Wolsey 
 

Key Vocabulary and meanings: 
 Renaissance Prince- this is what Henry VIII aspired to 

be and wanted to be seen as. Such a person is 
required to excel in all aspects of civilized life, 
intellectual and sporting, and to do so in a graceful 
and effortless way, leaping onto a horse casually 
without the feet touching the stirrups, playing 
musical instruments faultlessly at sight, being able to 
translate from many languages without the least 
sign of difficulty, ruling as a prince with immaculate 
disdainful unquestionable authority and a good 
fighter  

 Papal legate A papal legate or apostolic legate is a 
personal representative of the pope to foreign 
nations, or to some part of the Catholic Church 

 Thomas Wolsey: Thomas Wolsey (c. March 1473 – 29 
November 1530) was an English statesman and 
Catholic bishop. The highest political position Wolsey 
attained was Lord Chancellor, the king's chief 
adviser (formally, as his successor and disciple 
Thomas Cromwell was not). In that position, he 
enjoyed great freedom and was often depicted as 
an alter rex ("other king"). After failing to negotiate 
an annulment of Henry's marriage to Catherine of 
Aragon, Wolsey fell out of favour and was stripped 
of his government titles. He retreated to York to fulfil 
his ecclesiastical duties as archbishop, a position he 
nominally held but had neglected during his years in 
government. 

 English Reformation: The English Reformation took 
place in 16th-century England when the Church of 
England broke away from the authority of the pope 
and the Roman Catholic Church.  

 Dissolution of the monasteries: The dissolution of the 
monasteries, occasionally referred to as the 
suppression of the monasteries, was the set of 
administrative and legal processes between 1536 
and 1541 by which Henry VIII disbanded 
monasteries, priories, convents, and friaries in 
England, Wales, and Ireland, expropriated their 
income, disposed of their assets, and provided for 
their former personnel and functions 

 Praemunire: In English history, praemunire or 
praemunire facias(refers to a 14th-century law that 
prohibited the assertion or maintenance of papal 
jurisdiction, or any other foreign jurisdiction or claim 
of supremacy in England, against the supremacy of 
the monarch. Wolsey was accused of this.  

Key Skills:  
How to write notes 
How to structure essays  
Second Order Concepts:  
Change and Continuity 
Cause and Consequence 
Chronological understanding 
 
PEEL – 
categorising/applying/explaining/linking 
evidence 
Evaluation – forming coherent 
judgements to key questions 



 
Links to prior knowledge/learning: 
Reign of Henry VII  from term 1 and 2 such as the role of kingship, comparing and contrasting HVIII 
and HVII 
Cross Curricular link/ World Issues  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit and Year: YR 12 Henry VIII term 4 
 
Purpose of Unit 

 Establishing Royal Supremacy – learning about the changes to the Church, both in terms of 
leadership and beliefs. 

 The role of Thomas Cromwell and a comparison of Cromwell and Wolsey. How far did each 
serve the king well? What similarities and differences were there in their careers? 

 Dissolution of the Monasteries – why was this done? What was the impact? 
 Relations with Scotland and other foreign powers and the  foreign policy consequences of 

annulment in Scotland and Ireland; 
 Elites and commoners; what were the regional issues and the social impact of religious 

upheaval 
 Lincolnshire Rising and the Pilgrimage of Grace 
 Key final question- Was there more continuity than change in religion, finance and the 

economy, foreign policy? Students to suggest the most significant event overall. Consider the 
view that by 1547, Henry VIII had failed to live up to the promise of the early years of his reign. 

  
Key Learning/Knowledge: 
 

 The role of Thomas Cromwell and his role in 
shaping government and the Church.  
Compare Cromwell and Wolsey. How far did 
each serve the king well? What similarities and 
differences were there in their careers? 
 

 Henry VIII’s government How far had royal 
government changed since 1485? 

 The impact of the dissolution of the monasteries 
on society. Were certain social groups affected 
more than others? Which groups benefitted? 

  Students should compare the  Lincolnshire Rising 
and the Pilgrimage of Grace and identify 
similarities and differences 
 

 Renaissance ideas; reform of the Church Recap: 
role of church to 1529. Look at strengths and 
weaknesses. Consider reasons that there might 
have been demands for reform. Reform of the 
Church; continuity and change by 1547.Students 
to compare the impact of Wolsey and of 
Cromwell on the Church. 
 

 Examine the foreign policy consequences of 
annulment; Scotland and Ireland; the granting of 
the title King in 1541; the policy of conciliation; 
1539 as a turning point. Discuss the importance of 
armed conflict in the final years, especially in 
relation to Scotland and the significance of the 
Treaty of Greenwich. Consider the extent to 
which the final years might be viewed as different 
to the rest of the reign. 

 Key final question- Was there more continuity 
than change in religion, finance and the 
economy, foreign policy? Students to suggest the 
most significant event overall. Consider the view 

Key Vocabulary and meanings: 
 Supreme Head of the Church of 

England: The title of Supreme Head of the 
Church of England was created in 1531 for 
King Henry VIII when he first began to 
separate the Church of England from the 
authority of the Holy See and allegiance to 
the papacy, then represented by Pope 
Clement VII. 

 English Reformation: The English 
Reformation took place in 16th-century 
England when the Church of England 
broke away from the authority of the pope 
and the Roman Catholic Church.  

 Dissolution of the monasteries: The 
dissolution of the monasteries, occasionally 
referred to as the suppression of the 
monasteries, was the set of administrative 
and legal processes between 1536 and 
1541 by which Henry VIII disbanded 
monasteries, priories, convents, and friaries 
in England, Wales, and Ireland, 
expropriated their income, disposed of 
their assets, and provided for their former 
personnel and functions 

 Thomas Cromwell: Thomas Cromwell (; c. 
1485 – 28 July 1540) , was an English lawyer 
and statesman who served as chief 
minister to King Henry VIII from 1534 to 
1540, when he was beheaded on orders of 
the king,. Cromwell was one of the most 
powerful proponents of the English 
Reformation, and the creator of true 
English governance.  

 Pilgrimage of Grace: The Pilgrimage of 
Grace was a popular revolt beginning in 
Yorkshire in October 1536, before 
spreading to other parts of Northern 



that by 1547, Henry VIII had failed to live up to the 
promise of the early years of his reign. 

England including Cumberland, 
Northumberland, and north Lancashire, 
under the leadership of Robert Aske Key Skills:  

How to write notes 
How to structure essays  
Second Order Concepts:  
Change and Continuity 
Cause and Consequence 
Chronological understanding 
 
PEEL – categorising/applying/explaining/linking 
evidence 
Evaluation – forming coherent judgements to key 
questions 
Links to prior knowledge/learning: 
Reign of Henry VII  from term 1 and 2 such as the role of kingship, comparing and contrasting HVIII 
and HVII 
Cross Curricular link/ World Issues  

 

 

 

 

 

 


