
Knowledge Organiser History   

Unit and Year: 1 Elizabeth’s Court and Parliament 
 
Purpose of Unit 
This option allows students to study in depth a specified period, the last 35 years of Elizabeth I's 
reign. The study will focus on major events of Elizabeth I’s reign considered from economic, 
religious, political, social and cultural standpoints, and arising contemporary and historical 
controversies.  The first unit examines where power lay in Elizabethan England and how the 
Queen managed the competing factions within her court and government.  It also looks at 
the key challenges she faced including the thorny issue of the succession.   

 
Key Learning/Knowledge: 

 What problems did Elizabeth 
inherit? 

 How did being a woman 
make things even harder? 

 Who held power in Elizabethan 
England? 

 Why was her relationship with 
Parliament challenging? 

 Why was marriage such an 
important issue? 

 How much of a threat was 
Essex’s rebellion? 

 Why did the plots against her 
fail? 

Key Vocabulary and meanings: 
 Royal court – the large group of nobles and 

their families that surrounded the monarch 
 Nobility – the wealthy landowners with inherited 

titles 
 Gentry – important members of society who 

had money usually earnt through business 
 Secretary of State – the most important member 

of the Privy Council 
 Privy Council – the most powerful men in the 

country who advised the Queen and ran the 
country 

 Patronage – Elizabeth could grant certain 
privileges to people she favoured like 
monopolies 

 Monopoly – the right to be the only person to 
trade in something 

 Catholic and Protestant – Two different ideas 
about how Christians should worship.  The split 
between the two was one of the most important 
issues of the 16th century 

 William Cecil – Elizabeth's longest serving SoS 
 Francis Walsingham – Her chief spy 
 Pope – the man in charge of the Catholic 

Church 
 Robert Dudley – Elizabeth's childhood 

sweetheart 
 Phillip II – the King of Spain and her sister’s 

former husband 
 Francis, Duke of Anjou – the heir to the French 

throne and possible suitor for Elizabeth 
 Succession –  who should inherit the throne after 

Elizabeth 
 Duke of Norfolk – a powerful landowner 

involved in plots against Elizabeth 
 Ridolfi – an Italian banker behind one of the 

plots 
 Earl of Essex – a favourite of Elizabeth who led a 

plit against her government 
 Anne Boleyn – Elizabeth's mother 
 Henry VIII – Her father 
 Mary I – Her Catholic sister 
 Edward VI – Her Protestant brother 

Key Skills:  
Written communication 
Communicating ideas effectively 
through extended written work 
 
Oracy  
Recalling relevant knowledge and 
confidently expressing opinions.  
Listening to others' views and 
responding appropriately  
 
AO1 Knowledge and understanding 
demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of the key features 
and characteristics of the period 
studied. 
 
AO2 Second Order Concepts:  
Cause and Consequence 
Change and Continuity 
Significance 
Interpretations 
 
AO3 using source material 
analyse, evaluate and use sources 
(contemporary to the period) to 
make substantiated judgements, in 



the context of historical events 
studied. 
 
AO4 Interpretations 
analyse, evaluate and make 
substantiated judgements about 
interpretations (including how and 
why interpretations may differ) in the 
context of historical events studied. 

 Treason – the crime of trying to overthrow the 
monarch 

Links to prior knowledge/learning: 
Y8 –  Tudors 
Cross Curricular link/ World Issues 
Women’s rights 
English Lit – Shakespeare 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Unit and Year: 2 Life in Elizabethan Times 
 
Purpose of Unit 
This option allows students to study in depth a specified period, the last 35 years of Elizabeth I's 
reign. The study will focus on major events of Elizabeth I’s reign considered from economic, 
religious, political, social and cultural standpoints, and arising contemporary and historical 
controversies.  The second unit explores what life was like for people living in Elizabethan 
England.  We consider whether this really was a ‘Golden Age’ by exploring the living 
standards of different groups including the growing ‘gentry’ class as well as the lives of the 
poorest members of society.  We examine the hugely popular theatre scene, consider how 
fashion was used to indicate social status and evaluate the impact of Elizabethan voyages of 
discovery on England.   

 
Key Learning/Knowledge: 

 Was Elizabethan England a 
‘Golden Age’? 

 Who were the ‘gentry’ and 
why were they important? 

 How did the Elizabethans have 
fun? 

 Why was there so much 
poverty in Elizabethan 
England? 

 How did Elizabethan society 
view the poor and how did the 
government respond to the 
problems of poverty? 

 What was the impact of the 
voyages of discovery on 
England? 

 Almshouse – charity building set up to provide 
rest and food to the poor 

 Astrolabe – a navigation tool that allowed for 
much greater accuracy at sea 

 Circumnavigate – to travel all the way around 
something 

 Colony – land controlled by another country 
 Enclosure – the process of moving people off 

land they had farmed to be replaced by sheep 
 House of Correction – where beggars could be 

forced to spend the night as punishment 
 Lateen – a triangular sail that was invented in 

the 16th century; it allowed ships to move much 
more quickly 

 Pauper – the poorest members of society 
unable to find work 

 Privateer – a ship’s captain with royal 
permission to attack foreign ships 

 Rack Renting – demanding excessive rent 
 Stocks – a way of punishing criminals 
 The Poor Law – the first national law that was 

supposed to deal with the problem of poverty 
 Blood sports – sport involving animal-fighting 
 Great Chain if Being – the belief that you were 

born into a certain position in life and you could 
move from it  

Key Skills:  
Written communication 
Communicating ideas effectively 
through extended written work 
Oracy  
Recalling relevant knowledge and 
confidently expressing opinions.  
Listening to others' views and 
responding appropriately  
AO1 Knowledge and understanding 
demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of the key features 
and characteristics of the period 
studied. 
AO2 Second Order Concepts:  
Cause and Consequence 
Change and Continuity 
Significance 
Interpretations 
 
AO3 using source material 



analyse, evaluate and use sources 
(contemporary to the period) to 
make substantiated judgements, in 
the context of historical events 
studied. 
 
AO4 Interpretations 
analyse, evaluate and make 
substantiated judgements about 
interpretations (including how and 
why interpretations may differ) in the 
context of historical events studied. 
Links to prior knowledge/learning: 
Y8 –  Tudors / The Empire/  The 20th century welfare state /  
Cross Curricular link/ World Issues 
Attitudes towards poverty 
English Lit – Shakespeare 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Unit and Year: 3 Troubles at home and abroad 
 
Purpose of Unit 
This option allows students to study in depth a specified period, the last 35 years of Elizabeth I's 
reign. The study will focus on major events of Elizabeth I’s reign considered from economic, 
religious, political, social and cultural standpoints, and arising contemporary and historical 
controversies.  The third unit explores the major problems faced by Elizabeth during her reign 
and how she dealt with them.  These include the threats she faced from Catholics unhappy 
with her religious settlement and the extent to which Puritans posed a problem for her.  We 
also study the life of her cousin Mary and consider how she became the focus for the Catholic 
plotters during her 20 year imprisonment in England.  Finally we examine England’s conflict 
with Spain culminating in the attempted invasion by the Spanish Armada in 1588.  By the end 
of this unit you should be able to reach a clear view as to how successful Elizabeth was as a 
monarch in dealing with the complex problems. 

Key Learning/Knowledge: 
 What religious difficulties did Elizabeth 

inherit? 
 What was Elizabeth’s religious 

settlement? 
 Why was Catholicism a threat and what 

were the Catholic Plots? 
 How great a threat were the Catholic 

Plots? 
 How and why did the treatment of 

Catholics change over Elizabeth’s 
reign? 

 Who were the Puritans and to what 
extent did the pose a threat to 
Elizabeth? 

 Who was Mary, Queen of Scots? 
 Why did Mary pose a threat to 

Elizabeth? 
 How did Elizabeth and her government 

deal with the threat posed by Mary? 
 What caused the conflict between 

England and Spain? 
 What happened during the attempted 

Spanish invasion? 
 Why did the English defeat the Spanish? 
 Why was the defeat significant? 

Keywords 
 Protestants – those Christians who 

disagreed with the many of the beliefs 
and rules of the Catholic Church  

 Martin Luther – the German monk who 
first criticised the Catholic Church 

 Catholics – Christians who believed 
that the Pope was the head of the 
Church 

 Reformation – the split in Christianist 
between Catholics and Protestants 

 Papal Bull – an order from the Pope 
 Indulgences – Catholics believed you 

could buy forgiveness 
 Transubstantiation – Catholics 

believed the bread and wine actually 
turned into the body and blood of 
Jesus during communion 

 Excommunicate – to no longer be 
allowed to take Communion, to be 
effectively unable to take part in 
church services 

 Recusancy fines – fines for not going 
to Elizabeth’s church 

 Missionary – a Catholic priest who 
attempted to convert Protestants back 
to Catholicism 

 Jesuits – Catholic monks who tried to 
convert Protestants 

 Counter-Reformation – The attempt by 
the Catholic Church to convert 
Protestants 

 Seminary – a Catholic training College 
 Edmund Campion – a Catholic 

missionary who was executed for 
treason 

 Rosary beads – a symbol of Catholic 
faith 

 Puritan – a very strict form of Protestant 
 Prophesying – Puritan meetings 

Key Skills:  
AO1 Knowledge and understanding 
demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 
the key features and characteristics of the 
period studied. 
AO2 Second Order Concepts:  
Cause and Consequence 
Change and Continuity 
Significance 
AO3 using source material 
analyse, evaluate and use sources 
(contemporary to the period) to make 



substantiated judgements, in the context of 
historical events studied. 
AO4 Interpretations 
analyse, evaluate and make substantiated 
judgements about interpretations (including 
how and why interpretations may differ) in the 
context of historical events studied. 

 Presbyterians – another word for 
Puritan 

 Popish – an insult used by Puritans to 
describe Catholics 

 Fireship – a ship set on fire used in the 
fight against the Spanish Armada 

 
Links to prior knowledge/learning: 
Y8 –  Tudors / The Empire 
Cross Curricular link/ World Issues 
Religious conflict and sectarianism  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


