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The Tudors: England 1485- 1603

12
YEAR

1a What were the Wars 
of the Roses
Why were they fought?

1c How did Henry VII establish his 
rule? How did Henry VII consolidate 
his rule? Controlling the nobility.

1d How did Henry VII 
establish his rule? 
How did Henry VII 
remove threats to his 
reign? 

1g.How successful was Henry VII ? 
How successful was Henrys 
foreign policy and how much 
security did he bring to England?

2b Thomas Wolsey :
Who was Wolsey, how important was he in the 
government of Henry VIII? What was Wolsey's role  
in trying to gain a divorce for Henry VIII and what 
impact did this have on Wolsey?
Financial, church and foreign policies.

2c The Reformation in England 
Why was Henry able to get a divorce and what impact 
did this have on the Church and State?

3a How successful can a child king be? 
Why was a Regency Council 
established for Edward and who were 
its key personalities? 

2d Foreign policy :
How successful was Henrys foreign 
policy?

3b How did religion change during the reign of 
Edward?
Did England become more Protestant during the 
reign of Edward?

4a ‘Bloody Mary’
Why was being female such a 
problem at this time?

3c How secure was Edwards 
reign? 
What were the threats to 
Edwards reign?

4d Was there a mid-Tudor crisis?
Can the reigns of both Edward and Mary be seen a 
total disaster? 

4b ‘Bloody Mary’
Why did it matter that Mary was a 
devout Catholic? What impact did it 
have? 

4c Bloody Mary’
Was Marys foreign 
policy a complete 
disaster? 

5b The reign of Elizabeth:
Was Elizabeth's religious settlement a 
success? 5d  The reign of Elizabeth:

What threats and challenges  faced by 
Elizabeth?

5f The reign of Elizabeth:
How effective was Elizabeth's foreign 
policy?
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5c The reign of Elizabeth:
Did life change for ordinary people 
during Elizabeth's reign? 

5e The reign of Elizabeth:
The Elizabethan Court and 
government 

5a The reign of Elizabeth:
Why was the issue of 
marriage a problem 
throughout the reign? 

1h How successful was Henry VII?
How can we assess Henry VII as a monarch? 
Is he deserving of this assessment?
“He was an extremely clever man, possibly the cleverest who 
ever sat on the English throne“ Christopher Morris.

2a  How secure was the Tudor dynasty when Henry VIII 
inherited the throne in 1509? 
What challenges did Henry face as a young man and how did 
he set about overcoming them? 

1b Why and how did Henry Tudor win the 
Battle of Bosworth? 

1.e How successful was  
Henry VII ? 
How did Henry VII 
improve his financial 
position?

2e To what extent did the lives of 
ordinary people change 1509-1547?

Topic 3 Edward

Topic 1 Henry VII

Topic 2 Henry VIII

2f  The ‘Stalin of Tudor England’. 
Hoskins.
To what extent is this a fair 
assessment of Henry VIII? 
Is this a fair

Topic 4 Mary 
Tudor 

Topic 5 
Elizabeth 

Topics for debate throughout the course and in conclusion:
• How effectively did the Tudors restore and develop the powers of 

monarchy?
• In what ways & how effectively was England governed?
• How did relations with foreign power change?
• How did England’s society and economy change?
• How far did intellectual &religious ideas change and develop?
• How important was the role of key individuals?
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The Russian Revolution and the 
Rise of Stalin 1917-53

12
YEAR

1.1a Dissent and 
Revolution 1917:
What kind of country 
was Russia in February 
1917?

1.1c Dissent and Revolution 1917: 
What happened between the 
Revolutions?

1.1d Dissent and 
Revolution 1917:
Why was there a 
revolution in October 
1917?

1.2b Bolshevik Consolidation 
1918-24:
What was the significance of the 
Civil War?

1.3a Stalin’s Rise to Power 1924-
29:
Who were the main contenders 
for Lenin’s crown?

1.3b Stalin’s Rise to Power 1924-29:
What were the ideological debates?

1.3e Stalin’s Rise to Power 1924-29:
What was Stalin’s attitude towards 
foreign powers?

1.3c Stalin’s Rise to Power 1924-29:
What were the key economic decisions 
and how did they transform the USSR?

2.1a Economy and Society 1929-41:
What was the impact of impact of collectivisation?

2.1c Economy and Society 1929-
41:
How did society and culture 
change?

2.1b Economy and Society 
1929-41:
What was the impact of the 
Five Year Plans?

2.2a Stalinism, politics and control 1929-41:
How did the purges begin?

2.1d Economy and Society 1929-41:
Why motivated Stalin’s foreign policy 
decisions?

2.2b Stalinism, 
politics and control 
1929-41:
What was the impact 
of the ‘Terror’?

2.3a The Great Patriotic War and 
Stalin’s Dictatorship, 1941–1953:
What was the impact of the War on 
the USSR?

2.2c Stalinism, politics and control 1929-41:
How did society and culture change?

2.4d The Great Patriotic War and 
Stalin’s Dictatorship, 1941–1953:
How did the Cold War begin?

YEAR

“It is not heroes 
that make history, 
but history that 
makes heroes”
Josef Stalin

“It is not heroes 
that make history, 
but history that 
makes heroes”
Josef Stalin

“It is not heroes 
that make history, 
but history that 
makes heroes”
Josef Stalin

2.3b The Great Patriotic War and Stalin’s 
Dictatorship, 1941–1953:
Why did the USSR defeat Germany?

2.3c The Great Patriotic War and 
Stalin’s Dictatorship, 1941–1953:
What was the impact of  ‘High 
Stalinism?

2.2d Economy and 
Society 1929-41:
Why motivated Stalin’s 
foreign policy decisions?

1.2c Bolshevik Consolidation 1918-24:
Why did economic policy change?

1.2d Bolshevik Consolidation 1918-24:
What was the significance of foreign relations for the 
Bolsheviks?

1.1b Dissent and Revolution 1917:
Why was there a revolution in February 
1917?

1.2a Bolshevik 
Consolidation 1918-24:
How did the Bolsheviks 
consolidate their power?

Part 1 The Russian 
Revolution and the rise of 

Stalin 1917-29
1917-2

1.3d Stalin’s Rise to Power 1924-29:
What was the Stalin Cult

Part 2 Stalin’s rule 1929-53
1917-2
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