
 
 

          

Purpose: To understand, through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at various levels of development, the key processes in: 
physical geography relating to: geological timescales and plate tectonics; rocks. 

 

 

 

 

  

Remember, you will have covered some of this knowledge in your study of: Global Issues in Year 7. This knowledge is also learned 
in Science! 

Knowledge    
I know… ..structure of the earth and the role of convection currents.    
I know… ..how to explain four main plate boundaries.    
I know… ..what a volcano is and two main types of eruptions.    
I know… ..causes, impacts and responses to a HIC volcanic eruption.    
I know… ..causes, impacts and responses to  an LIC volcanic eruption.    
I know… ..causes, impacts and responses to  an HIC earthquake.    
I know… ..causes, impacts and responses to  an LIC earthquake.    
I know… ..how to prepare for a natural hazard.    
I know… ..causes, impacts and responses to a Tsunami.    
I know… ..how to revise for an end of unit test on tectonic hazards 

(skill) 
   

Vocabulary Definitions 
Mantle The second layer of the earth 

containing magma. 
Convection Currents Rising magma in the mantle that 

moves in a circular motion causing 
plate movement. 

Continental Drift Alfred Wegener’s theory of plate 
movement around the earth. 

Plate Boundaries The point at which two tectonic 
plates meet. 

Volcano A mountain or hill with a vent 
through which lava can escape. 

Earthquake A violent shaking of the earth’s crust. 
Impact The effect of something e.g. death 
Cause A process which makes something 

happen 
Response A reaction to an event 
Social People or community 

Learning Journey: Y8 Tectonic Hazards  



 
 

          

Purpose: To build upon knowledge and understanding of population and development and extend knowledge of global issues.  

 

 

 

 

 

Remember, you will have covered some of this knowledge in your study of:  

Choropleth Maps- Y7 Unit 1 Map Skills, The people of the UK, Global issues  

Knowledge    
I know… ..the meaning of Development    
I know… ..how development can be measured (Skill)    
I know… ..how our world view is influenced e.g. the Media, Our brains    
I know… ..how development can be categorised e.g. Brandt Line (Skill)    
I know… ..the four levels of income suggested by Hans Rosling (Skill)    
I know… ..the location of Malawi and can describe what life is like 

there 
   

I know… ..reasons for uneven development and why countries have 
different income levels 

   

I know… ..what the sustainable development goals are and how they 
can be achieved 

   

Vocabulary Definitions 
Development Progress or change for the better 
Sustainable Meeting the needs of people today 

without harming future generations 
Birth Rate Births per 1000 per year 
Human 
Development Index 

Measures a combination of life 
expectancy, GDP and literacy rate 

Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) 

The total value of all goods and 
services produced in a country 

The Brandt Line An imaginary division of the world in 
to the ‘rich north’ and ‘poor south’ 

HIC High Income Country 
NEE Newly Emerging Economy  
LIC Low Income Country 
Choropleth Map A map which uses differences in 

shading within predefined areas to 
indicate the average values of a 
particular quantity in those areas 

Overpopulation There are too many people and not 
enough resources 

Fertility Rate The number of children born to a 
woman in her lifetime 

Learning Journey: Y8 Development Similarities and Differences  



 
 

          

Purpose: To gain a better understanding of the topic of Urbanisation and key concepts such as Place and Sustainability. 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember, you will have covered some of this knowledge in your study of:  

Global Issues in Year 7, Development in Year 8 

Knowledge    
I know… ..the causes of urbanisation     
I know… ..the cause and impact of rural-urban migration in China    
I know… ..the reasons for the growth of mega cities    
I know… ..why Rio is classified as a World City     
I know… .. why London is classified as a World City     
I know… ..how India’s cities vary in affluence     
I know… .. the concept of a sustainable city     
I know… .. aspects that make a city sustainable    
I know… ..how to use, interpret and complete a choropleth map (Skill)    
I know… .. how proportional symbols can be used on maps  (Skill)    

Vocabulary Definitions 
Urbanisation When an increasing percentage of a 

country’s population moves to towns 
and cities. 

Rural Migrants People who are originally from rural 
areas but move to urban areas. 

Push Factors Factors that push people to leave 
where they live. 

Pull Factors Factors that attract people to an area 
Megacity A city with a population of over 1 

million people 
Squatter Settlement An area of poor quality housing with 

no or limited services such as water 
supply, sewerage and electricity. 

Informal Sector Unofficial jobs where no records are 
kept and people do not pay tax to the 
government, e.g. street sellers. 

Sustainable Actions that meet the needs of the 
present without reducing the ability 
of future generations to meet their 
needs. 

Learning Journey: Y8 World Cities  



 
 

          

Purpose: To further our knowledge and understanding of physical geography relating to weather and climate.  

 

 

 

  

 

Remember, you will have covered some of this knowledge in 
your study of: Global Issues in Year 7 

 

 

Knowledge    
I know… ..how to describe the weather    
I know… ..the processes involved in the water cycle    
I know… ..how to describe and measure the weather    
I know… ..the types of weather associated with high 

and low pressure 
   

I know… .. the climate zones of the world and the 
types of weather associated with them  

   

I know… ..how to use data to describe the climate of 
Russia (Skill) 

   

I know… .. the causes and impacts of climate change     

Vocabulary Definitions 
Weather State of the atmosphere at a particular place and time 
Climate  the long-term weather pattern in an area, typically 

averaged over 30 years 
Precipitation  Liquid or frozen water that forms in the atmosphere 

and falls back to the Earth. It comes in many forms, 
like rain, sleet, and snow 

Barometer A scientific instrument that is used to measure air 
pressure in a certain environment. 

Air Pressure The pressure within the atmosphere of the earth. 
Air Mass Large volume of air in the atmosphere that is mostly 

uniform in temperature and moisture 
Tropical Air Air that has travelled from tropical regions. 
Continental Air Air that has travelled across land. 
Climate Graph They show average rainfall and temperatures typically 

experienced in a particular location 
Greenhouse Gases Earth's greenhouse gases trap heat in the atmosphere 

and warm the planet. The main gases responsible for 
the greenhouse effect include carbon dioxide, 
methane, nitrous oxide, and water vapor (which all 
occur naturally) 

Learning Journey: Y8 Weather and Climate   



 
 

          

Purpose: To develop knowledge of Ecosystems, with a focus on tropical rainforests and hot deserts.  

 

 

Remember, you will have covered some of this knowledge in 
your study of:  

World Cities- Wilderness and Global Issues (in Year 7) 

Knowledge    
I know… ..the key components of an ecosystem and 

can locate different biomes on a map (Skill) 
   

I know… ..examples of food chains and food webs in 
Friston Forest 

   

I know… ..the key components of a tropical rainforest    
I know… ..the value of tropical rainforests    
I know… .. how deforestation impacts the rainforest    
I know… ..how the production of Palm Oil impacts the 

rainforest 
   

I know… .. ways in which tropical rainforests can be 
managed sustainably 

   

I know… .. the key characteristics of hot deserts    
I know… ..the opportunities and challenges that exist 

in hot deserts  
   

I know… .. the concept of desertification and how to 
reduce it 

   

Vocabulary Definitions 
Ecosystem An area where plants, animals, and other organisms, as well as 

weather and landscape, work together to form a bubble of life. 
Biome A large collection of flora and fauna occupying a major habitat. 
Flora Plant life present in a region. 
Fauna Animal life present in a region. 
Food Chain A food chain also shows how organisms are related to each 

other by the food they eat. 
Food Web All the food chains in a single ecosystem.  
Producer An organism that produces its own food e.g. a plant via 

photosynthesis 
Consumer A living thing that eats a producer and other animals 
Decomposer any organism within a food chain that break down organic 

material, such as bacteria and fungi. 
Biodiversity  the biological variety and variability of life on Earth 
Deforestation  The removal of trees  
Sustainable Meeting the needs of people today without harming future 

generations 
Ecotourism  Tourism responsible for conserving the environment, and 

improving the well-being of the local people. 
Irrigation the agricultural process of applying controlled amounts of 

water to land to assist in the production of crops, as well as to 
grow landscape plants and lawns 

Learning Journey: Y8 The Living World   



 
 

          

Purpose: Develop knowledge of places at different levels of development, with a focus on the continent of Africa.  

 

 

 
 

  

Remember, you will have covered some of this knowledge in your study of:  

Development: Similarities and Differences 

Knowledge    
I know… ..that Africa is a diverse continent     
I know… ..that Africa has many different biomes and am able to 

construct a climate graph accurately (Skill)  
   

I know… ..the potential impacts of climate change on the continent of 
Africa  

   

I know… ..examples of the different types of populations within Africa    
I know… ..the physical features that can be found in Nigeria    
I know… ..the population changes that are taking place in Nigeria     
I know… ..the opportunities that exist in Nigeria    
I know… ..the challenges that exist in Nigeria     

Vocabulary Definitions 
Culture The ideas, customs and social behavior of a 

particular people or society 
Diverse Having a variety  
Biome A biome is a specific geographic area 

notable for the species living there. A 
biome can be made up of many 
ecosystems. 

Ecosystem The interaction of living and non-living 
things in an environment 

Desertification  Land turns to desert as the topsoil gets 
stripped away leaving rocky soil meaning it 
is hard to grow things 

Colonialism  When one country takes over another 
(politically) and starts to control its 
resources, language and religion.  

Rural-Urban 
Migration 

The movement of people from the 
countryside to a town or city 

Manufacturing  The making of goods  
Multinational 
Corporations 

A large company that operates in many 
different countries around the world  

Squatter 
Settlement 

Buildings are often made of materials such 
as corrugated metal. People have no legal 
rights to the land they are built upon. 

Learning Journey: Y8 Into Africa  


	Year 8 Term 1 Learning Journey
	Year 8 Term 2 Learning Journey
	Year 8 Term 3 Learning Journey
	Year 8 Term 4 Learning Journey
	Year 8 Term 5 Learning Journey
	Year 8 Term 6 Learning Journey

