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English Revision 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Practice 
 

In the exam you will need to rewrite a paragraph correcting the spelling and punctuation errors. 
You might need to add full stops, commas, question marks, exclamation marks, parenthesis, 
colon, semi colon, dashes – or correct incorrectly spelt words. 

Write out the below paragraph correcting it: 

he was a skinny black-haired bespectacled boy who had the pinched slightly unhealthy look of 
someone who has grown a lot in a short space of time. His jeans were torn and dirty, his T-shirt 
baggy and faded, and the soles of his trainers were peeling away from the uppers. harry potter’s 
appearance did not endear him to the neighbours, who were the sort of people who thought 
scrufiness ought to be punishable by law 

 
Private Peaceful 

 

Plot summary 
 

The novel revolves around the life of Thomas (Tommo) Peaceful as he recounts his memories. Tommo has 
two older brothers. His oldest brother, Big Joe, has damage to his brain and so suffers from some 
developmental delays but is a kind person who loves animals. His second-oldest brother, Charlie, is an 
intelligent man and a person of integrity who makes a number of decisions that preserve the weak and 
anger the strong. 
Tommo is also infatuated with Molly, one of his classmates. Tommo, Molly, and Charlie grow up together 
and have a number of adventures, including confronting their great-aunt (known as the 'Wolfwoman') and 
being some of the first people in their village to ever see an airplane. However, as time goes on, Thomas 
begins to feel isolated and excluded due to the growing connection between Molly and Charlie, who fall in 
love. He later discovers that Charlie and Molly were dating in secret and that she has ended up pregnant. 
Charlie and Molly marry; Tommo is heartbroken but maintains his connection to them both. 
Soon, World War I arises and Charlie and Thomas are enlisted to fight in the war. Tommo tells the 
stories of his wartime experiences, including his training and the savage trench battles he endures in 
France. Eventually, the brothers come under the command of the cruel Sergeant Hanley, who harbours 
a strong dislike for Charlie. 
Throughout this time, Charlie protects Thomas from the worst of the cruelty of the war. 
During one of the attacks, Tommo becomes injured in No Man's Land. Charlie refuses to leave his brother 
when Sergeant Hanley orders the men to run back into combat. Charlie also tells Hanley that this order is 
suicidal and that men will die carrying it out. Hanley says that he is refusing a direct order to fight in the war 
effort and therefore is guilty of desertion—even though Charlie is right and most of the men who follow 
Hanley's charge end up dying. 
Hanley survives, however, and charges Charlie with the crime of desertion. After a very brief trial in which 
Charlie is given little opportunity to defend himself, he is executed. His brother Tommo maintains an all-night 
vigil and listens to the gunshots of the firing squad that kills his brother. 
Thomas endures the remainder of the war and comes home to Molly and her child, "Little Tommo," with 
the goal of spending his life caring for them in honour of Charlie's memory. 

 

 

1) Link the character to the theme. You can have more than one character for each theme. 
 

Charlie  The Injustice of 
War 

Tommo Bravery 

Grandma Wolf Grief and Guilt 

The Colonel Family 



Mollie  Friendship 

Big Joe Cruelty and Power 

Mother Love 

 

 
2) Select one character and one theme that you have connected. Write a paragraph 

explaining why you linked them and describe an incident/detail from the novel which 
shows the link. An example would be Grandma Wolf and Cruelty and Power because she 
is cruel and nasty when she is looking after Big Joe. 

 

3) Write a sentence for each of the following words saying why they’re important and what they are: 
World War 1, Gas Attacks, Bravery and Court Martial. 

Poetry 
 

This poem is about a man living in London and dreaming of and thinking about his former home in the 
Caribbean. 

Island Man by Grace Nichols 
 

Morning 
and island man wakes 
up to the sound of blue 
surf in his head 
the steady breaking and wombing 

 
 

wild seabirds 
and fishermen pushing out to 
sea the sun surfacing defiantly 
from the east 
of his small emerald island 
he always comes back groggily groggily 

 
Comes back to 
sands of a grey 
metallic soar 
to surge of wheels 
 to dull North Circular roar 

 
muffling muffling 
his crumpled pillow 
waves island man 
heaves himself 

 
Another London day 

 

Context: 

The poem expresses the homesickness immigrants can feel in a new country, while also suggesting that 
many immigrants keep their home alive within themselves and thus never truly leave it behind 

This poem describes how precious water is to poor people in a hot climate (in this case India, in the largest slum 
of the continent), where thirst is ever-present and there is dangerous shortage. 

 

Writing about a Poem 

1. Read the poem. 
2. Read the poem a 2nd time and highlight and 

annotate anything that links to the question. 
3. Try and find 5 different quotations that you 

can write about. 
4. Write an overview to start – saying what the 

poem is about – refer to context. 
5. Track through the poem, trying to write 

about your 5 quotations. 
6. Cover the whole poem – if you’re nearly out 

of time, write about a quotation from the 
end of the poem. 

Sentence Starters: 
- The poem ‘Island Man’ by Grace Nichols is about… 
- Nichols wrote the poem to highlight issues about… 
-At the beginning of the poem, Nichols uses… 
- Nichols compares the island to busy London life 
because… 
-Later in the poem… 
-At the end of the poem… 



 

Mathematics Revision



Science Revision 
 

Being a scientist Particles Cells, organs and organ systems 
□ Equipment: 

□ Names of common equipment 
□ What they measure 
□ Units they measure 

□ How to read them 
□ There are 3 types of variables: 

□ Independent variable – the one we 
change 

□ Dependent variable – the one we 
measure 

□ Control variable – the ones we keep the 
same 

□ Graph drawing – things to remember: 
□ Use a pencil and ruler. 
□ The independent variable goes on the 

x-axis. 
□ The dependent variable goes on the y- 

axis. 
□ Axis need to be labelled with units. 
□ Points need to be carefully drawn with a 

cross. 
□ The line of best fit needs to be a neat line 

and go through/ between most of the 
points. This means it doesn’t always start 
at zero. 

□ Particle diagrams 
Gases: Liquids: solids: 

 
□ Properties: 

□ Solid – fixed shape and volume, 
cannot be compressed, cannot be 
poured 

□ Liquid – takes shape of container, 
fixed volume, cannot be 
compressed, can be poured/will 
flow 

□ Gas – takes up all the available 
space, can be compresses, will 
flow 

□ State changes: 
□ Melting = Solid  liquid. 
□ Freezing = Liquid  solid. 
□ Evaporating = Liquid  gas. 

□ Condensing = Gas  liquid. 

□ Types of cells 
□ Animal cell 

□ Nucleus – 
contains DNA 

□ Cell membrane 
– controls 
substances 
entering and leaving the cell 

□ Cytoplasm - where cell reactions take 
place 

□ Mitochondria – generates energy 
 
□ Plant 

cell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

□ Chloroplast –photosynthesis occurs 
here 

□ Vacuole – stores important chemicals 
□ Cell wall – maintains the shape of the 

cell 



        History Revision  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peasants' everyday life 
Peasant homes were small, often just made up of one room. A peasant's hut 
was made of and , with a roof but no windows. Inside the hut, a third of the 
area was penned off for the animals, which lived in the hut with the family. A 
fire burned in a hearth in the centre of the hut, so the air was permanently 
eye-wateringly smoky. Furniture was maybe a couple of stools, a trunk for 
bedding, and a few cooking pots. 
Women in peasant families learnt to spin wool from an early age, using 
wooden wheels to make clothes. 
Children spent most of their time helping their parents with day-to-day 
activities. Rather than going to school, they worked on jobs in the house, 
looked after animals and helped grow food. 
Peasants also had to pay a to the Church. A tithe was 10% of what they 
produced on their land. The Church was central to medieval life. People would 
attend services there every Sunday, and it would host marriages, christenings 
and funerals. 

What happened at the Battle of Hastings? 
The events of the battle 
• The Battle of Hastings began at 9am on 14 October 1066. Harold’s army was lined up at the top of 
Senlac Hill, forming a shield wall facing down against William’s army. At the start of the battle, 
William’s archers fired their arrows up towards Harold’s army but were struggling to break through the 
shield wall. 
• William’s cavalry then tried to charge up the hill, but they also could not break past the defensive line 
and were beaten back by Harold’s men. 
• A rumour spread through the Norman army that William had been killed, but he lifted his helmet and 
rode past his troops to show them he was still alive. 
• Harold’s position was looking strong, but William ordered his soldiers to advance part way up the hill 
and then pretend to retreat. This was hugely effective. Harold’s army lost their discipline and started 
charging down the hill, losing their strong defensive position. William’s cavalry were able to get 
amongst the English army and cause huge damage, as Harold’s army had lost the protection of the 
shield wall and their defensive position at the top of the hill. 
• There is some uncertainty as to how Harold Godwinson died. The has the words 'Harold is killed' next 
to a man with an arrow in his eye, but it is impossible to know which soldier is Harold because all of the 
English soldiers are dressed identically. 
• Harold’s remaining soldiers lost motivation when news of his death spread across the battlefield. 
Some fled, and the ones who stayed to fight were left with little hope. 

Medieval Peasants 
In medieval society, most people lived in villages and most of the population 
were peasants who were legally tied to land owned by a local lord. If they 
wanted to move, or even get married, they needed the permission of the lord 
first. In return for being allowed to farm the land they lived on, villeins had to 
give some of the food they grew each year to the lord. Villeins worked on strips 
of land, spread out in different fields across the village. Life could be hard; if 
crops failed to produce enough food, people faced starvation. 
Some peasants were called freemen. These peasants were able to move round 
from one village to another and did not have the same restrictions on them as 
villeins did. 

Background to the Battle of Hastings 
Following the death of Edward the Confessor, William, the Duke of Normandy, was angry when Harold 
Godwinson was crowned King of England in January 1066. 
William planned to Invade in August, but poor weather conditions meant he had to wait until 
September. He carried with him the, meaning he had the support of the Pope, the leader of the 
Catholic Church. 
William landed on the south coast of England with his army while Harold Godwinson was on his way 
back from the north, where he had defeated Harald Hardrada’s invasion at Stamford Bridge. William 
and his army headed to Hastings via London, collecting extra troops on the way. In contrast to Harold 
Godwinson’s army, William and his men were well-rested and prepared for battle. The two sides lined 
up against each other at Senlac Hill, seven miles outside of Hastings, on 14 October 1066. 

Links for more information: 
Battle of Hastings - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zshtyrd/articles/z9mw8hv 
Life of a medieval peasant - https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/medieval-
england/the-lifestyle-of-medieval-peasants/ 



    

Geography Revision 

 
 

Topic 1: Map Skills Topic 2: People and places of the UK 
 
-Know the countries that make up the United Kingdom 

 
-Know the main Physical and Human features of 
the UK e.g. Rivers, mountain ranges 

 
-Know what is meant by urban and rural and explain 
why people might wish to live in these areas 

 
-Know which areas of the UK are sparsely populated 
and suggest reasons 

 
-Know which areas of the UK are densely populated 
and suggest reasons 

 
-Be able to use Map Skills such as a four figure grid 
reference, six figure grid reference, recognize map 
symbols, measure distance using scale, direction. 

 
-Describe how the UK has a diverse population 

 
-Know what an ageing population is and give advantages and 
disadvantages 

 
-Know key terms associated with migration e.g. Immigrant, 
Emigrant, Net Migration 

 
-Know push and pull factors associated with migration 

 
-Describe how land is used in different ways in urban areas 

 
-Give examples of a rural area that you have studied e.g. The 
Shetland Isles in Scotland and Hildenborough in Kent 

 
-Know what work/life balance is and the factors that can impact 
this 

 
-Explain the advantages of tourism 



 Ethics Revision Happiness Unit 
 

Key Terms 

Source of authority – religious texts or 
bodies responsible for people on how to 
live 

 
Dukkha – suffering (Buddhist teaching) 

 
Craving – a powerful desire/want for something 

 
Philosophy – the study of some of the most 
basic questions about human life 

 
Three Poisons – the ultimate causes of suffering: 
greed, ignorance and hatred (Buddhist teaching) 

 
Enlightenment – when someone has gained a 
complete understanding of the meaning of life 

 
Eternal – having no beginning or end; always 
existing 

Christianity 

• Christians believe in God (theists) 
• They believe that happiness comes 

from acting to make the world a better 
place 

• Happiness for Christians is also linked to 
having a relationship with God 

• Christians read the Bible to help them 
understand how God wants them to live their 
lives, in order to achieve happiness 

• Christians believe that following God will lead 
them to achieve eternal happiness in heaven 
with God 

 
Matthew 22:37-39 

 
Jesus answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, soul and mind.’ This is the first and most 
important command. And the second command is 
like the first: ‘Love your neighbour as you love 
yourself.’ 

Buddhism 

The Four Noble Truths (teachings of the Buddha) 
1. All life involves suffering 
2. Suffering is caused by craving 
3. Suffering will stop if craving stops 
4. To stop suffering, follow the Eightfold Path. 

 
The Eightfold Path is the fourth of the Four Noble 
Truths 
– the means through which Dukkha can be 
ended. It is divided into three aspects of Buddhist 
practice: 

 

 
 
 

Humanism 

• Humanists do not believe in a god (atheists)  
• They believe it is possible to live a good 

and fulfilling life without following a 
traditional religion 

• Humanists do not follow a holy book 
• Instead, Humanists value traits like reason and 

rely on science to explain the way things are 
• Humanists believe that people have one life to 

live - there is no afterlife 
• As a result, they focus on being happy and 

making the most of their life 
• They also believe they have a duty to support 

others 
 
Humanists believe that happiness comes from: 
being with other people; when we can trust 
people and be trusted; not comparing our status 
with others all the time. 

 
Humanists also believe that our inner life is as 
important as our outer circumstances, so we should 
accept ourselves better and feel more for others. 



 

The Buddha Revision Notes 
 

The Buddha 
 Buddha was born a prince. 
 Tradition claims the Buddha could 

walk and talk at birth. 
 He was called a Siddhartha. 
 Asita predicted if he saw 

suffering, he would become a 
holy man. 

 The King kept him away from 
signs of suffering. 

 Siddhartha led a life of luxury 
and had everything he wanted. 

 One day when he was an adult, 
he asked Chandra to take him 
outside the palace grounds. 

 He saw an old man, sick man 
and a dead man. He was 
shocked. He also saw a sadhu 
(holy man) who was content. 

 He felt compassion and 
wanted to help those that 
suffer. 

 Siddhartha left and joined 5 
ascetics 
who led a life of hardship. 

 Siddhartha gave up this life 
when it  did not work. 

 He discovered the Middle Way 
between luxury and hardship. 

 Siddhartha meditated under the 
Bodhi tree. He overcame 
challenges from Mara. 

 He meditated passing through 
4 watches of the night. 
Eventually he reached 
enlightenment. 

 He spent the rest of his life 
teaching others what he had 
discovered. He started by 
teaching the 5 ascetics. 

 He died aged 80 with his 
followers gathered around him. 

Buddha’s teachings 
 
Three Universal Truths 

 Anicca – everything 
changes, nothing is 
permanent 

 Dukkha – suffering, pain, misery 
 Anatta – everyone changes, 

people have no self (no soul) 
 

 Things that change: times, 
seasons, the weather, coastline, 
fashion Suffering includes: 
illness, death, war, crime, 
pollution 
People change: babies grow 
into children people’s, adults 
become elderly, views and 
attitudes change 

 
Four Noble Truths (see overleaf) 

 These show that life involves 
suffering, what causes it, how it 
can be cured and the path to 
follow. 

 
Noble Eightfold Path (see overleaf) 

 The path is the Middle Way 
and is the way to overcome 
suffering. 

 It involves, developing 
wisdom, living a good life 
and meditating. 

 
Nirvana 

 Following the Middle Way, can 
eventually lead to 
enlightenment, nirvana. But it 
can take many lifetimes. 
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French Revision 
 
 

Key vocabulary and meanings@ 
Module 1: 
Bonjour. Hello. 
Salut! Hi! 
Comment t’appelles-tu? What’s your name? 
Je m’appelle … My name is … 
Comment ça va? (Ça va?) How are you? (Are you 
OK?) 
Ça va (très) bien. I’m (very) well. 
Pas mal, merci. Not bad, thanks. 
Ça ne va pas! Not good! 
Et toi? How about you? 
Au revoir. Goodbye. 
À plus! See you later! 
lundi, mardi, mercredi, Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 
jeudi, vendredi, Thursday, Friday, 
samedi, dimanche Saturday, Sunday 
un, deux, trois, quatre, cinq 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
six, sept, huit, neuf, dix 6, 7, 8, 9,10 
onze, douze, treize 11, 12, 13 
quatorze, quinze 14, 15 
seize, dix-sept, dix-huit 16, 17, 18 
dix-neuf, vingt 19, 20 
vingt-et-un, vingt-deux, (etc.) 21, 22, (etc.) 
trente, trente-et-un 30, 31 

 
As-tu des frères et soeurs? Do you have any brothers 
or sisters? 
Oui. J’ai … Yes, I have … 

un frère. one brother. 
une sœur. one sister. 
un demi-frère. one half-/step-brother. 
(deux) frères. (two) brothers. 
(trois) demi-sœurs. (three) half-/step-sisters. 

Je n’ai pas de frères et soeursI don’t have any 
brothers or sisters. 
Je suis fils/fille unique. I am an only child. 
Quel âge as-tu? How old are you? 

J’ai (onze) ans. I am (11) years old. 
 

Qu’est-ce qu’il y a sur la photo? What is on the 
picture? 
Sur la photo, On the picture, there 

il y a … is/are … 
un tableau (noir/blanc) a (black/white) board 
un poster a poster 
un/une prof (professeur) a teacher 
un écran a screen 
un ordinateur a computer 
une porte a door 
une fenêtre a window 
une tablette a tablet 
des tables some tables 
des chaises some chairs 
des élèves some pupils 

au fond/au centre at the back/in the middle 
à gauche/à droite on the left/on the right 
C’est … It’s … 

sympa. nice. 
génial. great. 
moderne. modern. 
triste. sad. 
nul. rubbish. 
démodé. old-fashioned. 

Tu aimes …? Do you like …? 
J’aime … I like … 
Je n’aime pas … I don’t like … 

le sport sport 
le foot football 
le vélo cycling 
le collège school 
le cinéma cinema 
le poisson fish 
la danse dance 
la musique music 
les pizzas pizzas 
les serpents snakes 
les glaces ice creams 
les jeux vidéo video games 
les vacances holidays 
les BD comics 
les mangas manga 
les araignées spiders 

 
Je suis … I am … 
Je ne suis pas … I am not … 
Il est/Elle est … He is/She is … 

amusant(e) funny 
arrogant(e) arrogant 
bavard(e) talkative/chatty 
fort(e) strong 
grand(e) big/tall 
intelligent(e) intelligent 
méchant(e) nasty/bad 
patient(e) patient 
petit(e) small/short 

timide shy 
 

Module 2 PDD Unit 1 
 

Ici il y a - Here there is 
un cercle - a circle 
un demi-cercle - a semi circle 
un triangle - a triangle 
blanc(he) – white 
bleu(e) – blue 
gris(e) – grey 
jaune – yellow 
marron – brown 
noir(e) – black 
orange – orange 
rose – pink 
rouge – red 
vert(e) – green 
violet(te) – purple 



Music Revision  
 

The music exam is a practical listening test. This is very different to the exams in most other 
subjects. You only need to revise the facts on this sheet but it will be useful to listen to 
pieces of music and test yourself on the following things: 

 
Changing 

Places 
Major/Minor 

What is an improvisation? 
An improvisation is where a musician makes 
up a melody on the spot. 

What is major and 
minor? Major sounds 
happy Minor sounds sad 
All music uses both major and minor chords but the 
overall feel of a piece will depend on whether the 
main chord (the key) is major or minor 

What is a drone? 
A drone is a continuous sound normally using 
the first and fifth notes of the main chord of the 
music being played. Some instruments such 
as bagpipes play a drone constantly under the 
melody. In the changing places we used A & E 
as drone notes. 

Can I recognise whether a piece of music is 
major or minor? 
Listen to different styles of music and try to 
guess whether it is major or minor 

How do you find the notes on the 
keyboard? Look at the pattern of black notes 
(groups of 2 or 3). This helps you remember 
where C and F are located. 

 

Can you identify the difference between 
the D major and D minor scales? 

What are the elements of music and can 
I use them to talk about a piece of 
recorded music? Read below and practise 
talking about the elements of music when 
listening to different styles of music: 

Reading rhythms in musical notation 
 

 

The Elements of Music Explained… 
Structure The order of sections in a piece of 

music Ternary Form = ABA 
section 1 (A) section 2 (B) then a repeat of section 1 (A) 

Melody This is another word for the tune 

Accompaniment This is the chords and tonality of the parts under the 
tune. Accompaniments can be major or minor 

Rhythm/Pulse Rhythm is the lengths of notes in the music and the way the notes move. 
The Pulse is the constant beat under the music. 

Texture This is what we use to describe the amount of layers or parts in the 
music. Some parts of music have lots of layers – thick texture 
Some parts of music have only one or two – thin texture 

Timbre This is easy – it means the instruments and types of instruments 
being used. Instrumental Families are: Brass, Woodwind, Strings, 
Percussion, Electronic 

 




