
What is our Departmental Intent? 

 

Geography is the bridge between the sciences and social sciences. It fosters curiosity about the world by describing and explaining how it works.  It helps 
young people make sense of their ‘place’ in a complex and chaotic present and critically think about alternative futures.  Many contemporary challenges – 
climate change, food security, energy choices – cannot be understood without a geographical perspective. Thinking and decision making with geography 
helps us to live our lives as knowledgeable citizens, aware of our own local communities in a global setting.  

It is the intention of the Geography curriculum to: 

 Develop students’ core geographical vocabulary, knowledge, and skills. 
 Enable students to organise their knowledge using the underpinning ‘key concepts’ of the subject and how these are interconnected to encourage 

synopticity.   
 Apply their understanding to unique situations to make informed decisions. 
 Develop students’ ability to collect, analyse, interpret and critique geographical data to make sense of dynamic and changing world. 

 

The Geography curriculum will support the wider aims of the School by: 

 Offering opportunities to expose students to best of human thinking and culture. 
 Developing character through field work opportunities and collaborative learning. 
 Developing students’ understanding of the importance of community on a variety of scales and their roles and responsibilities. 
 Raising awareness of potential careers related to the subject hence widening their potential pathways in the future. 
 To offer an enriching, engaging and rewarding experience and foster curiosity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Stage 3  

 

In Years 7 and 8 we follow the Key Stage 3 National Curriculum which is based on the following:  

 Use fieldwork in contrasting locations to collect, analyse and draw conclusions from geographical data, using multiple sources of increasingly complex 
information. 

 

 

Locational knowledge 
 The world’s countries using maps of the world to focus on Africa, Russia, Asia (including China and India), and the Middle East, focusing on their 

environmental regions, including polar and hot deserts, key physical and human characteristics, countries and major cities 
 
Place Knowledge  

 Geographical similarities, differences and links between places through the study of human and physical geography of a region within Africa and 
Asia  

 
Human and physical geography  

 Understand, through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of scales, the key processes in:  
 Physical geography relating to: geological timescales and plate tectonics; rocks, weathering and soils; weather and climate, including the change in 

climate from the Ice Age to the present; and glaciation, hydrology and coasts 
 Human geography relating to: population and urbanisation; international development; economic activity in the primary, secondary, tertiary and 

quaternary sectors; and the use of natural resources  
 Understand how human and physical processes interact to influence, and change landscapes, environments and the climate; and how human 

activity relies on effective functioning of natural systems 
 
Geographical skills and fieldwork  

 Build on knowledge of globes, maps, atlases  
 Ordnance Survey maps in class and fieldwork, including grid references, scale, topographical and other thematic mapping, and aerial and satellite 

photographs  
 Use Geographical Information Systems (GIS) to view, analyse and interpret places and data  



Key Stage 4 

In Years 9-11 we follow the aims and objectives of the AQA Geography GCSE (9-1). These build on their Key Stage 3 knowledge and skills to:  
 Develop and extend their knowledge of locations, places, environments and processes, and of different scales including global; and of social, political 

and cultural contexts (know geographical material)  
 Gain understanding of the interactions between people and environments, change in places and processes over space and time, and the 

interrelationship between geographical phenomena at different scales and in different contexts (think like a geographer) 
 Develop and extend their competence in a range of skills including those used in fieldwork, in using maps and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) 

and in researching secondary evidence, including digital sources; and develop their competence in applying sound enquiry and investigative 
approaches to questions and hypotheses (study like a geographer)  

 Apply geographical knowledge, understanding, skills and approaches appropriately and creatively to real world contexts, including fieldwork, and to 
contemporary situations and issues; and develop well-evidenced arguments drawing on their geographical knowledge and understanding (applying 
geography). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Stage 5 

 
In Years 12 and 13 we follow the aims and objectives of the AQA Geography A level specification. These build on their KS4 knowledge and enables students 
to:  
 

 Develop their knowledge of locations, places, processes and environments, at all geographical scales from local to global across the specification as a 
whole. 

 Develop an in-depth understanding of the selected core and non-core processes in physical and human geography at a range of temporal and spatial 
scales, and of the concepts which illuminate their significance in a range of locational contexts. 

 Recognise and be able to analyse the complexity of people-environment interactions at all geographical scales, and appreciate how these underpin 
understanding of some of the key issues facing the world today. 

 Develop their understanding of, and ability to apply, the concepts of place, space, scale and environment, that underpin both the national curriculum 
and GCSE, including developing a more nuanced understanding of these concepts.  

  Gain understanding of specialised concepts relevant to the core and non-core content. These must include the concepts of causality, systems, 
equilibrium, feedback, inequality, representation, identity, globalisation, interdependence, mitigation and adaptation, sustainability, risk, resilience 
and thresholds. 

 Improve their understanding of the ways in which values, attitudes and circumstances1 have an impact on the relationships between people, place 
and environment, and develop the knowledge and ability to engage, as citizens, with the questions and issues arising. 

 Become confident and competent in selecting, using and evaluating a range of quantitative and qualitative skills and approaches, (including observing, 
collecting and analysing geo-located data) and applying them as an integral part of their studies. 

 Understand the fundamental role of fieldwork as a tool to understand and generate new knowledge about the real world, and become skilled at 
planning, undertaking and evaluating fieldwork in appropriate situations. 

 Apply geographical knowledge, understanding, skills and approaches in a rigorous way to a range of geographical questions and issues, including 
those identified in fieldwork, recognising both the contributions and limitations of geography. 

 Develop as critical and reflective learners, able to articulate opinions, suggest relevant new ideas and provide evidenced argument in a range of 
situations. 

 

 
 


