
Knowledge Organiser GCSE English  

Unit:  Term 1 - English Literature – Animal Farm  
Year:  9 
Purpose of Unit:  
 
 Explain the plot of Animal Farm, referring to key characters and using evidence from the text.  
 Identify key moments related to context and themes such as power, inequality, deceit etc.  
 Analyse each characters’ role in the allegory of the Russian Revolution and Orwell’s purpose. 
 Explore a challenging text as part of the literary canon for cultural capital and reading fluency.  
Key Learning/Knowledge: 
 
 Who are the characters representing and why?  
 What are the main events in the plot?  
 How does the text relate to the context of the 

Russian Revolution?  
 Explain Orwell’s intentions and purpose with writing 

the novella in relation to current affairs and global 
issues.  

 Explain the meaning of totalitarianism, communism, 
power, oppression and inequality.  

 Explore the key conventions of dystopian fiction in 
preparation for the Dystopia unit, and the study of a 
novella for GCSE skills, (A Christmas Carol at KS4.) 

 Prepare analysis skills, including  inference, extended 
essay-writing, linking to contextual information and 
close language analysis in preparation for GCSE.  

 

Key Vocabulary and meanings: 
 
Totalitarianism – a system of government 
that is centralized and dictatorial and 
requires complete subservience to the 
state. 
 
Communism – a theory or system of 
social organization in which all property is 
owned by the community and each 
person contributes and receives 
according to their ability and needs. 
 
Allegory – a story, poem, or picture that 
can be interpreted to reveal a hidden 
meaning, typically a moral or political 
one. 
 
Fable – a short story, typically with 
animals as characters, conveying a 
moral. 
 
Satire- the use of humour, irony, 
exaggeration, or ridicule to expose and 
criticize people's stupidity or vices, 
particularly in the context of 
contemporary politics and other topical 
issues. 
 
Authorial intent - An author's purpose is 
their reason for or intent in writing. An 
author's purpose may be to amuse the 
reader, to persuade the reader, to inform 
the reader, or to satirise a situation.  

Key Skills: 
 
 Explain the role of characters as allegories for the 

Russian Revolution.  
 Recalling quotation and linking analysis to 

contextual information.  
 Use quotations to show each character’s 

motivations. 
 Zoom in on language to closely analyse language, 

perhaps using literary terminology. 
 Practice essay writing skills such as: 

 Overviews 
 Introducing a line of argument 
 Coverage and understanding of text  
 Conclusion 

Links to prior knowledge/learning: 
 
Novel conventions –  Private Peaceful, Of Mice and Men and Oliver Twist – Year 7 and 8 
Social  systems and classes; Gender, Race, Equality and Diversity – The Bone Sparrow and Of Mice 
and Men – Year 7 and  8   
  
Cross Curricular link/ World Issues 
 
Knowledge of political systems (communism and totalitarianism.) 
Knowledge of class system and equality. 
Knowledge of the idea of communism and the Russian Revolution.  
 


