
Knowledge Organiser A Level English  

Unit:  English Literature - Othello 
Year:  12 
Purpose of Unit:  
 
 Explain the plot, characters and themes of Othello 
 Explain how the themes of the play are developed through the narrative and language 
 Analyse how love and ideas associated with the theme are developed in the play 
 Analyse how Shakespeare uses language to explore representations of love 
 Evaluate the writers methods 

 
Key Learning/Knowledge: 
 
 Who is Othello?  

 
 How is the play structured?  
 
 What are the reoccurring motifs and symbols? 
 
 Who does setting affect action? 

 
 Explain and evaluate Shakespeare’s intentions with 

writing the play. 
 
 Understanding of different representations of 

love/relationship 
 

 Understand how to use evidence to support a line of 
argument 

 
 Understand how contextual factors influence the 

production and reception of the play 
 

Key Vocabulary and meanings: 
 
Machiavellian: 1: of or relating to 
Machiavelli or Machiavellianism 
2: suggesting the principles of conduct 
laid down by Machiavelli 
specifically : marked by cunning, 
duplicity, or bad faith 
He relied on Machiavellian tactics to get 
elected. 
 
Anagnorisis: the point in a play, novel, 
etc., in which a principal character 
recognizes or discovers another 
character's true identity or the true 
nature of their own circumstances: 
 
Peripeteia: a sudden reversal of fortune 
or change in circumstances, especially in 
reference to fictional narrative: 
 
Hamartia: A fatal flaw leading to the 
downfall of a tragic hero or heroine: 
"there's supposed to be an action that 
reveals the protagonist's hamartia" 
 
Homo/heterosexual relationships: 
Relating to a person’s sexual orientation   
   
Authorial intent– what the author intends 
to teach the audience.  
 
 
 

Key Skills: 
 

 AO5: Engagement with the question 
 AO4: Exploration of connections across 

literary texts 
 AO3: Understanding of how context 

impacts  
 AO2: Understanding of authorial methods 

and how they shape meaning 
 AO1: Perceptive and assured use of 

argument to support ideas 
 

Links to prior knowledge/learning: 
 
Previous study of Literature texts; links to previous representations of love 
   
Cross Curricular link/ World Issues 
 
Knowledge of Literary Heritage 
Knowledge of Shakespeare’s themes 
Knowledge of the idea of patriarchy and how gender is represented through  
 



Knowledge Organiser A Level English  

Unit: Skirrid Hill by Owen Sheers 
 
Purpose of Unit:  

 To explore the presentation of modern themes in Owen Sheers’ anthology 
‘Skirrid Hill’ 

 To analyse the poet’s use of language, form and structure to present modern 
themes and associated concepts.  

 To begin identifying thematic links between the poems in the anthology and to 
modern literature as a genre: gender, love, sexuality, loss, identity, liminal 
spaces, prejudice, defiance, conflict, appearance and reality, 
change/transition, language, death   

Key Learning/Knowledge: 
 To develop an understanding of the 

influence and significance of contextual 
factors (including: social, political and 
historical, authorial, and literary) on the 
production of poetry. 

 To explore and develop a greater 
understanding of poetic form. 

 To understand the story/journey of the 
poetry explored in this unit. 

 To analyse the poet’s use of language, form 
and structure in order to present modern 
themes and associated concepts.  

 To engage with literary criticism and critical 
debate in order to develop our own 
appreciation of the poetry.  

 To discuss, explore and debate key ideas 
and themes presented to us in the poetry. 

 To begin drawing thematic links between 
the anthology and modern literature as a 
genre 

Key Vocabulary/Concepts: 
1 Assonance 
2 Consonance 
3 Elliptical 
4 Enjambement 
5 Epigraph 
6 Free verse 
7 Juxtaposition 
8 Motif 
9 Plosive 
10 Pronoun 
11 Semantic Field 
12 Tercet 
13 Triban 
14 Lyric poetry 
15 Monosyllabic 
16 Perspective 
______________________ 
17 Antithesis 
18 Caesura 
19 Couplet 
20 Decasyllabic 
21 Declarative 
22 End-stopped 
23 Metonymy 
24 Synecdoche 
25 Oxymoron 
26 Quatrain 
27 Quintain 
28 Septet 
29 Sestet 
30 Sibilance 
31 Phallic imagery in literature 
32 Yonic imagery in literature 

Key Skills: 
 Application of appropriate literary 

terminology. 
 Application of literary theory and debate to 

develop our own appreciation of the 
poetry: feminist/ eco-critical  

 Analysis of language features in relation to 
context. 

 Oracy skill – developing an ability to 
articulate views and opinions on the poetry 
based on evidence in the poems.  

Links to prior knowledge/learning: 
 Developing skills of analysis developed in GCSE English Literature and in Terms 1 

and 2 of the A level. 
 Continuation of exploring the presentation of modern themes (having 

previously studied them in a range of short, unseen extracts and the novel ‘The 
Help’) 

 

 



Knowledge Organiser A Level English  

Unit: Love through the Ages: Pre-1900 Poetry (Anthology) 
Purpose of Unit:  
1. To explore the presentation of love (and the sub-themes of love literature) in 

poetry from across literary heritage.  
2. To analyse the poet’s use of language, form and structure to present love and 

associated concepts.  
3. To begin identifying thematic links between the poetry in the AQA Anthology in 

order to explore the presentation of love.   
Key Learning/Knowledge: 

 To develop an understanding of the 
influence and significance of contextual 
factors (including: social, political and 
historical, authorial, and literary) on the 
production of poetry. 

 To explore and develop a greater 
understanding of poetic form. 

 To understand the story/journey of the 
poetry explored in this unit. 

 To analyse the poet’s use of language, form 
and structure in order to present the theme 
of love and associated concepts.  

 To engage with literary criticism and critical 
debate in order to develop our own 
appreciation of the poetry.  

 To discuss, explore and debate key ideas 
and themes presented to us in the poetry. 

 To begin drawing thematic links between 
the poetry in the anthology. 

Key Vocabulary/Concepts: 
Italian Sonnet 
English Sonnet 
Volta 
Lyric  
Metaphysical  
Conceit  
Carpe Diem poetry 
Song 
Misogyny  
Allegory  
Pastoral  
Romanticism 
Renaissance 
Iambic pentameter 
Iambic tetrameter  
Octet  
Sestet  
Paradox  
 
  Key Skills: 

 Application of appropriate literary terminology. 
 Application of literary theory and debate to 

develop our own appreciation of the poetry.  
 Analysis of language features in relation to 

context. 
 Oracy skill – developing an ability to articulate 

views and opinions on the poetry based on 
evidence in the poems.  

Links to prior knowledge/learning: 
 Developing skills of analysis developed in GCSE English Literature and in 

Term 1 of the A level. 
 Continuation of exploring the presentation of the theme of love and 

associated concepts chronologically (having previously started with 
Shakespeare’s ‘Othello’) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Knowledge Organiser A Level English  

Unit: Love through the Ages: Wuthering Heights (pre-1900 novel) 
Purpose of Unit:  
4. To explore and place Bronte’s novel within the context of production and reception, 

exploring the significance and influence of context (literary, social/political/historical, 
authorial). 

5. To develop an understanding of the presentation of characters, settings and themes in the 
novel, Wuthering Heights. 

6. To explore and analyse the presentation of the theme of love in the novel, exploring and 
developing an understanding of the various sub-themes of the literature of love (eg. passion, 
romantic love, unrequited love, marriage due to social class). 

7. To begin drawing thematic links between the novel, Wuthering Heights, and the pre-1900 
poetry in the AQA Anthology (AO4).  

Key Learning/Knowledge: 
 What is the social/political/historical context of Bronte’s novel? 

How is this context significant for understanding the novel? 
 What are the key authorial and literary contexts of the novel? 

How have these shaped and influenced the construction of the 
narrative? 

 How does Bronte construct and structure her narrative? Who 
are the narrators of the novel? 

 How does Bronte use language to present and explore the 
characters in the novel? How do we respond to these 
characters? 

 How are the settings (ie. Wuthering Heights, Thrushcross Grange, 
the Moors) significant to the novel and our understanding of the 
characters?  

 How does Bronte present the theme of love (and the sub-
themes of love literature) throughout her novel? 

 How does the novel thematically link to the pre-1900 poetry 
from the AQA Anthology? 

 How have various critical approaches (ie. Marxists, Feminists, 
Psychoanalysts) and critics received the novel? How do these 
approaches influence, challenge and develop our 
reception/understanding of the text? 

Key Vocabulary: 
Homodiegetic 
narration 
Heterodiegetic 
narrator 
Framed narrative 
Polyphonous narration 
Dual narrative 
Unreliable narrator 
Analepsis 
Gothic 
Realism 
Romanticism 
Patriarchal  
Symbolism 
Victorian  
Psychoanalysis  
  
 
  

Key Skills: 
 Analysis of language, form and structure (AO2). 
 Oracy skills where students will discuss key aspects of the novel. 
 Exploration of connections across the text and across texts (AO4) 
 Writing about the novel, using appropriate literary terminology, 

exploring an informed personal response (AO1) 
Links to prior knowledge/learning: 

 Continue to develop advanced analytical skills, using appropriate subject terminology, 
already developed throughout Year 12 of the course. 

 Continue to develop our understanding of the presentation of love and associated 
ideas/themes chronologically (as already started with Othello (Shakespeare) – Pre-1900 
poetry) 

 Begin to draw connections with the pre-1900 poetry studied in term 4, exploring links 
thematically.   

 

 

 

 



Knowledge Organiser A Level English  

TERM 5/6 
Unit: NEA:Study of Dorian Gray 
 
Purpose of Unit:  

 To explore the presentation of themes in Oscar Wilde’s Dorian Gray  
 To analyse the author’s use of language, form and structure to present modern themes 

and associated concepts.  

 To begin identifying thematic links between this text and the chosen text to be studied 
independently and to modern literature as a genre:  

 the struggle for identity 
 New sciences; sexuality and the psyche 
 crime and punishment 
 minds under stress 
 nostalgia and the past 
 the Gothic 
 crime and punishment 
 Death 
 satire and dystopia 
 war and conflict 
 defiance and conflict 
 change and transition 
 appearance and reality 
 representations of race and ethnicity 
 representations of sexuality, gender, love 
 representations of women 
 representations of men 
 representations of society social class and culture. 
 Use of language 

 
Key Learning/Knowledge: 

 To develop an understanding of the influence 
and significance of contextual factors (including: 
social, political and historical, authorial, and 
literary) on the production of the novel. 

 To explore and develop a greater understanding 
of the novel form. 

 To understand the story/journey of the novel 
explored in this unit. 

 To analyse the Wilde’s use of language, form and 
structure in order to present modern themes and 
associated concepts.  

 To engage with literary criticism and critical 
debate in order to develop our own 
appreciation of the novel.  

 To discuss, explore and debate key ideas and 
themes presented to us in the novel. 

 To begin drawing thematic links between the 
novel and modern literature as a genre 

 To be able to make connections and 
comparisons between the novel and the 
students’ own choice of contemporary novel 
 

Key Vocabulary/Concepts: 
Structure and narrative: 

 Exposition 
 Development 
 Complication 
 Denouement 
 Crisis 
 Protagonist 

Language: 
 Wit 
 Epigram 
 Sensuous 
 Argument 
 Rhythmic 
 Intertextual 
 Synaesthesia 
 Omniscient narrator 
 Free indirect speech 
 Third person 
 Cliché 
 Allusion 
 Subtext 
 Satire 



Key Skills: 
 Application of appropriate literary terminology. 
 Application of literary theory and debate to 

develop our own appreciation of the poetry: 
feminist/ eco-critical  

 Analysis of language features in relation to 
context. 

 Oracy skill – developing an ability to articulate 
views and opinions on the poetry based on 
evidence in the poems.  

 Faustian bargain 
 Flaneur 

Literary background: 
 Realism 
 Naturalism 
 Romance 
 Decadents 
 Symbolists 
 English Aesthetics 
 Victorian gothic 

Criticism: 
 Marxist 
 Psychoanalytic 
 Queer theory 

Links to prior knowledge/learning: 
 Developing skills of analysis developed in GCSE English Literature and in Terms 1 and 2 of 

the A level. 
 Continuation of exploring the presentation of modern themes (having previously studied 

them in a range of short, unseen extracts and the novel ‘The Help’ and Owen Shears’ 
Skirrid Hill poetry anthology) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Knowledge Organiser A Level English  

Unit:  English Language – History of English Language 
Year:  13 
Purpose of Unit:  
 
 Explain the way that English has changed over time 
 Explain the differences in the way that English is written 
 Explain the contextual factors as to why English changed over time 
 Explain how the differences between Old, Middle, Early Morden and Late Modern English. 
 Evaluate the idea that language changes over time 

 
Key Learning/Knowledge: 
 

 What is Old English? 
 What is Middle English? 
 What Early Modern English? 
 What is Late Modern English? 
 What was the Inkhorn Controversy? 
 What was the Great Vowel Shift? 
 What is the importance of the printing press on 

society? 
 How is language changing over time? 
 How is language is continuing to change? 

 

Key Vocabulary and meanings: 
 
Caxton Printing Press – the printing press 
was introduced to England by William 
Caxton. It revolutionised the way that 
books were printed and allowed for the 
development of mass printing. This led to 
an increase in Literacy levels across the 
whole of society. 
Inkhornisms – scientific words which were  
borrowed from other languages to 
embellish the English language. Some 
people were anti inkhornisms 
(Prescriptivists) 
Great Vowel Shift (GVS) – Vowel sounds 
changed subtlely over time and this was 
called the Great Vowel Shift. Vowel 
sounds began to merge. Plays and 
poetry of the time reveal the change in 
sounds. 
Old English –the earliest form of the 
English language – was spoken and 
written in Anglo-Saxon Britain from c. 450 
CE until c. 1150 
Middle English - was a form of the English 
language spoken after the Norman 
conquest (1066) until the late 15th 
century. 
Early Modern English – (1500 – 1800) 
This period of time saw the effects of the 
Renaissance in art and literature with its 
strong influence on language growth.  
Language changes also resulted from 
social changes brought about by The 
Great Plague.  
Late Modern English - Late Modern 
English developed in a new direction 
due to huge changes in vocabulary 
after 1800 until present. 
Literacy – the ability to read and write. 

Key Skills: 
 
 Recalling key dates and moments from history. 
 Recalling key information 
 Using examples of language to inform written 

analysis. 
 Analysing how language is changing over time. 
 Evaluating how language is changing over time. 

Links to prior knowledge/learning: 
 
History – Roman Invasion, Norman Conquest, Sam Pepys’ Diary 
English Literature – the language of Shakespeare 



Cross Curricular link/ World Issues 
 
History – invasions of England from Romans to the Norman Conquest. 
Discussion of the language of Empire. 
Development of England and United Kingdom as a leading democracy. 
Grenfell Tower / Great Fire of London. 
 

 


