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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and restful Easter holiday.  I am 
mindful that during the pandemic there has been a tendency to bombard parents/carers with 
communications and we will endeavour to restrict the amount of messages that we send out 
moving forward.  We try to ensure that we use the weekly newsletter to communicate to 
parents/carers in a timely manner.  Last week’s edition can be found here 
https://www.seafordhead.org/newsletter and all previous editions are also on the school website.  
A big thank you to Mrs Winter and the rest of the team for bringing our weekly newsletter 
together. 
 
 
“Living with Covid” 
As we enter a new phase of the pandemic and school life returns to something more like normal, 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all members of our community for the way you have 
supported the school during this period of unprecedented challenge.  This has been an anxious 
time for everyone but due in no small part to the spirit of collective endeavour, our students will 
emerge from this period in the best possible place to meet the challenges of the future.  Our 
Year 11 and 13 students can approach their summer exams with well-founded confidence, safe 
in the knowledge that they could not be any better prepared for the final examinations.  We are 
confident that they will take academic outcomes to new heights this year and record the school’s 
best ever GCSE and A-Level results.  These outcomes will be fully deserved and I am sure that 
our younger year groups will rise to the challenge of surpassing these achievements. 
 
We will continue to monitor transmission rates in the school community and adjust our risk 
assessment accordingly.  The two years of the pandemic have proved that the best place for our 
young people is in school and it’s vital that every individual gives themselves the greatest 
possible chance of success by attending every day.   
 
You will have already received the joint communication from the Director of Children’s Services 
(Alison Jeffery) and Public Health England (Darrell Gale) that outlines the challenges schools are 
facing across the county; a huge thank you to parents and carers and Seaford Head for being so 
supportive.  This letter can be viewed on our website at www.seafordhead.org/whole-school  
 
 
Uniform Changes 
As the Headteacher I am always incredibly proud of how smart our students are and how they 
create such a positive first impression.  During then pandemic we relaxed some elements of our 
code to take account of the covid measures; with all the windows open, an outside coat in some 
areas of the school has been essential.  When we return after the Easter holiday, these 
relaxations will cease and we will expect the very highest standards from our students. 
 
As a school we are aware that the covid situation has presented some families with significant 
financial challenge and we will work in partnership to support these students.  We have extended 
our hardship fund to support families with more expensive items.  The school has also made an 
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arrangement with Seaford Environmental Alliance who welcome parents/carers to both donate 
and collect second hand uniform items from their Climate Hub at 4 Clinton Place, Seaford BN25 
1NL.  Please see https://www.seafuture.org/ for opening times. 
 
 
We will also be making some adjustments to the uniform requirements for September to make 
the overall uniform more affordable for all families.  The updated policy will be discussed at our 
next Parent Council meeting and circulated in advance of the summer holiday. 
 
 
Home-School Partnership 
A secure partnership between home and school is vital if our young people are going to achieve 
to their full potential.  The consistent message students receive gives them reassurance and 
reduces anxiety.  During the pandemic it has been more challenging to maintain that partnership 
as face to face contact has not been possible.  Generally our attempts to utilise new technologies 
to overcome this barrier have been well received and the feedback regarding the remote 
Parents/Carers Evening has been very positive.  It’s very important that we take account of 
“parental voice” and with this in mind we are sharing a whole-school survey that we would really 
appreciate your engagement with.  As well as interrogating your views regarding the remote 
PCEs, we also take the opportunity to canvas your views on a range of school-related issues.  
Your feedback is very much appreciated and will inform the School Improvement Plan for 
2022-23.  The form that we would like all parents/carers to complete can be found here : 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=2_KUpoUZP0y16VBbckY4oALJf00Q-
HlNmN6nm2QYRQVUNFhTNkdaWlpONkZGNDE0SkswVDNQTjZDTC4u  
 
Although these Microsoft forms and virtual technology provide a great way of collecting feedback 
from a wide range of people, covid restrictions have emphasised the importance of face to face 
contact and with this in mind I would like to flag up weekly surgeries held by key members of staff 
as follows: 
 
Headteacher  :    Fridays 2.30pm – 5.30pm 
Appointments made via the Headteacher’s PA, KathrynGreenwood@seafordhead.org  
 
SEN weekly drop-in :     Wednesday 3.00pm – 4.30pm 
Appointments made direct via AshleyCurcio@seafordhead.org  
 
DoL for Year 7 weekly drop-in :   Wednesday 3.00pm – 4.30pm 
DoL for Year 8 weekly drop-in :   Thursday 3.30pm – 4.30pm 
DoL for Year 9 weekly drop-in :   Wednesday 3.15pm – 4.15pm 
DoL for Year 10 weekly drop-in :   Wednesday 3.00pm – 4.30pm 
DoL for Year 11 weekly drop-in :   Thursday 3.30pm – 4.30pm 
 
For appointments with the DoL for Year 12 & 13 please contact Ms L Ralph, 
LucyRalph@seafordhead.org (Years 12 & 13) who will be able to schedule a mutually convenient 
time. 
 
Appointments made via Student Services as follows: 
Mrs E Doyle, EmmaDoyle@seafordhead.org (Years 7 & 8) 
Mrs W Bray, WendyBray@seafordhead.org (Years 9, 10 & 11) 
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Support for SEN and Vulnerable Students 
Although I am extremely proud of the way that our school community has worked collectively to 
get through this difficult period, it is apparent that covid has been particularly challenging for 
some of our SEN and more vulnerable students.  This is why we are making such a significant 
investment in supporting students with their mental health.  We continue to receive fantastic 
support from the Youth Counselling Project (YCP) and their team of counsellors and Action Your 
Potential is providing excellent support to students in Years 11 and 13.  The YCP is always 
looking to recruit new volunteers and promote fund-raising activities to support our students.  A 
letter that contains information regarding a meeting that they are holding in the school’s Learning 
Hub on 5 May at 7.00pm can be found at the end of this letter; all parents and carers are 
welcome to attend.  The support services delivered from the Learning Hub are now available to 
all students. 
 
In terms of SEN, Mrs Curcio will be leading this provision from 16 May as Ms Smith is leaving us 
to take up a position with the Local Authority.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Ms Smith for the outstanding support that she has provided to students and their families for the 
last 10 years and we wish her well in her new position.  We were extremely fortunate to have two 
fully qualified SENDCos on the team and Mrs Curcio is really looking forward to taking on this 
role. 
 
 
Future Planning 
As we emerge from covid, more of the enrichment activities that make Seaford Head School such 
a special place to study are being reintroduced.  There are lots of exciting trips taking place 
between now and the end of year and the extra-curricular programme is burgeoning.  The 
transition programme that is so important in support of students who are joining us in Year 7 has 
already started and the week that is scheduled for 11 – 15 July will take place and should include 
the summer festival and sponsored walk.  We will also be organising summer school provision for 
the holiday period.  If you have any suggestions on how we can further develop our enrichment 
offer please contact Mr Purdey on JonPurdey@seafordhead.org. 
 
Our exceptional transition arrangements are based on the outstanding partnership relations we 
enjoy with the four Seaford Primaries and our other feeder schools.  The proposed partnership 
with Chyngton Primary is progressing well and we are hoping to officially welcome them into the 
Seaford Learning Trust in time for the start of the new academic year. 
 
 
Student Leadership 
It was lovely to attend the four House Assemblies at the end of Term 4 to celebrate outstanding 
student achievement and have the opportunity to physically come together in our House Teams 
for the first time in more than 2 years.  This also provided the opportunity to recognise the 
fantastic work of our student leaders who set the tone for the whole school community.  I want to 
see every student displaying “leadership skills” and developing the necessary fortitude and 
resilience to deal with whatever challenges life presents them with; whilst continually thinking of 
others and considering how they can make a positive contribution to the wider community.  We 
have also seen them lead the fundraising in school to support those impacted by the current 
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conflict in the Ukraine, most recently through a non-uniform day on 31 March 2022.  Our World 
Challenge students were involved in a car washing event on the same day. 
 
I hope that you all enjoy a lovely Easter holiday and have the opportunity to catch up with friends 
and loved ones.  We look forward to seeing all students, super-smart and fully prepared for the 
final two terms of the academic year at 8.45am on Tuesday 19 April 2022. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr R Ellis 
Headteacher 



NEWSLETTER 

This term we are saying goodbye to a 
number of support staff who have given 
outstanding service to the school.  Mr 
Hawes (technology technician), Mr Bristow 
(finance officer),  Mr Dray (premises officer) 

and Mrs Hudson (food technology technician) are either 
retiring or moving onto new challenges.  I always say that our 
support staff are the backbone of our school and these four 
colleagues personify this; our students would not be able to 
secure such fantastic academic outcomes without the 
support provided by this team.  Mr Bristow has been keeping 
the finance office running efficiently for 16 years, whilst Ms 
Hudson moved from being a member of our cleaning staff to 
supporting in food technology 3 years ago.  At her leaving 
speech she described how she is in her 56th year of working.  
What fantastic role models for our students; every day they 
come into school focused on how they can support our 
students and work tirelessly to that end. It was lovely to see 
some of the handmade cards that students had produced to 
show their appreciation.  

We recently learned of the sad passing of Claire Sumners.  
Everyone in the town is aware of Claire’s tireless 
campaigning to create a plastic-free Seaford.  Claire was a 
fantastic champion of forward-looking climate-change 
policies, and through her wonderful enthusiasm and 
determination, she changed the whole town for the better.  
Claire was an inspiration to the young people she 
encountered and she personified the idea that individuals 
can bring about positive change for their communities.  Claire 
supported our student groups with their environmental 
campaigns and encouraged them to get involved in the 
beach cleans that she organised; she also presented her 
ideas to our parent council during the early days of the 

pandemic where she energised everyone with her passion 
and enthusiasm.  We extend our sincerest condolences to 
her family. 

Our Student Council has chosen to hold a non-school 
uniform day on Thursday 31 March in order to raise funds to 
help people affected by the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine.  
The fundraiser will be in support of the Seaford for Ukraine 
Fundraiser; Fundraising | EBB Churches  Parents/Carers will 
be able to donate £1 through Parent Pay.  Students are 
encouraged to wear yellow and blue as part of their non-
uniform as a way of showing their support.  Students will 
need to bring in their equipment for learning including PE 
uniform if they have practical PE.  

Last Wednesday was National Day of Reflection and the 
focus was on supporting people who are grieving as a result 
of the pandemic.  For those individuals who have been 
particularly affected, personalised support is organised but all 
students received the key message that as a school we are 
here for them.  We are extremely fortunate to have access to 
high quality provision that is not available at other schools.  
Mr Whittaker regularly highlights this provision and reiterates 
the message that we should all take a moment to reflect on 
how we are feeling and reach out if we need support.  

I am struggling to keep on top of all the sporting 
achievements our teams have recorded this week.  Our 6th 
form football team won the league for the first time in our 
history and will be progressing to the regional finals.  The 
Year 10 netball team won both their netball games last week 
which resulted in them winning the local hub league.  Our 
Year 8 rugby team were victorious on Tuesday at the Year 8 
Rugby festival at Ratton School.  The boys won all of their 
group games and managed to win the final 20-5.  They 
were repeating the achievement of our Year 7 team who had 
recorded a similar feat on Monday.  

Seaford Head School 
 

Achieving Excellence Together 

Friday 25 March : Term 4, Week 5 

Message from the Headteacher 
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Director of Learning Stars of the Week 

Year  Name Reason 

7 Finley Hand 
For impressing us with his efforts to be focussed, polite and hard working during 
lessons this week. 

8 Tilly Pharoah 
For writing an excellent, well researched debate on whether all children should be 
vaccinated by law. 

9 Charlie Hale 
For consistently trying his hardest, putting his hand up and for contributing to class 
discussions and completing extensions.  Ms Veal 

10 Abbi-Mae Taylor-Page 
For winning the Year 10 French poetry competition—this was what hard work and 
graft does.  And for maintaining a brilliant attitude and going from strength top 
strength.  Well done! 

11 Harvey Jenkins 
For absolutely smashing it in his Geography mock, getting the highest grade in the 
class 

Student Attendance : 03.09.2021 - 20.03.2022 

Year Group Attendance 

Year 7 93.85% 

Year 8  93.39% 

Year 9 92.81% 

Year 10 92.47% 

Year 11 92.81% 

Year 12 92.34% 

Year 13 91.29% 

Headteacher's Stars of the Week  

 

Stars of the week – Abi Townsend (Beacon House) and Joshua Thomson (Blatchington) – 
Can do attitude key 

I wanted to highlight the fantastic engagement from our 6th form students in the “forensics 
day” that our Psychology Department organised earlier this week.  It is great that we have 
staff who are looking to enrich our students’ education with these activities but it’s vital that 

students respond so positively and take up these opportunities.  Mr Teasley highlighted the positive manner in which 
students participated in the Crown Court trial.  Our students were fantastic in terms of empathy, communication and 
team-working skills.  It was extremely difficult for Mr Teasley to identify just two students but he finally decided on Abi 
and Joshua.  Well done to all the 6th formers who worked so hard on the day and our fantastic Psychology 
Department for making it happen. 

Non Uniform Day : In Aid of Ukraine 

The Student Council have chosen to hold a non-school 
uniform day on Thursday 31 March in order to raise 
funds to help people affected by the humanitarian crisis 
in Ukraine.  The fundraiser will be in support of the 
Seaford for Ukraine Fundraiser;  Fundraising | EBB 
Churches  

Parents/carers will be able to donate £1 through Parent 
Pay.  Students are encouraged to wear yellow and blue 
as part of their non-uniform as 
a way of showing their support.  
Students will need to bring in 
their equipment for learning 
including PE uniform if they 
have practical PE.  
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Hegarty Heroes  

Year 7 
Alice Webber 
Daisy Tant 
Leo Garnett 
Rebecca Allison 
Chloe Breeds 
Lily Jones 
Imogen Pook 
Alberto Osborne 
Sophie Swadling 
Elisa Baracz Figueira 

Year 8 
Keghan French 
Thomas Egan 
Ewan Merino 
George Young 
Nathan Voice 
Joshua Loft 
Honey Doughty 
Billy Smith 
Danielle Green 
Lucy Simcock 

Year 9 
Jack Thorogood 
Elisters Sprukts 
Rory Purslow 
Amani Ouali 
Erin Franklin 
Benjamin Howard 
Elliot Varndell 
Ayla Graham 
Mollie Garman 
Daniel Roden 

Year 10 
Charlotte Trueman 
Ruby Laker 
Millie Privett 
Xin Shi 
Joan Farquharson 
Lewis Etherington 
Charlie Ripley-Haines 
Katie Beasley 
Archie Stepney 
Eric Alexandru 

Year 11 
Tom Elton-Shewan 
Sonny Griffiths 
Lola Clark 
Olivia Slater 
Lydia Evenden 
Nour Al Shikh 
Sophia Langley 
Edward Goldsmith 
Jess Jukes 
Mikey White 

Hegarty Heroes 14.03.2022 

Sporting Success 

The Year 7 Boys Rugby Team went over to Ratton to play in a Rugby tournament 
against 5 other schools within the partnership.  They were amazing and won all 5 
of their games – a fantastic performance from them all. 

Congratulations : Leon Hutson, Leo Vincent, Ewan Hamilton, Lewis Collins, 
Henry Crook, Monty Poole, Thomas Marchant, Jon Da Silva-Whittaker ,Daniel Baker, 
Jack Edwards, Michal Plsek, Isaac Parsons, Max Lee and Harry Tansley 

The Year 8 Boys Rugby Team were victorious yesterday at the Year 8 Rugby 
festival hosted by Ratton School.  The boys won all of their group games and 
managed to win the final 20-5.  The boys produced excellent performances and 
demonstrated some really impressive rugby both in defence and attacking. 

Congratulations : Adam Lacy, Isaac Foster, Juvaun Lewis, Archie Baker, 
Jordan Payne, Charlie Griffith, Alfie Johns-Wood, Alfie Driver, Nathan Voice, 
Jimmy Brooks, Ajay Pegler, Niresh Sayenthiran, Charlie Bridgland, Stefan Anton, 
Alexander Williams  

Vaccination of School Aged Children : ESCC Update 

We would be grateful if you could share with your pupils and 
parents that anyone who still needs a 1st, 2nd or booster vaccine 
can attend the following sessions without booking across Sussex: 
Walk-in vaccination sessions for 12-15 year olds - Sussex Health & 
Care Partnership (sussexhealthandcare.uk) 
Walk-in vaccination sessions for 16 years and over - Sussex Health 
& Care Partnership (sussexhealthandcare.uk) 
 
Those who would like to book an appointment can visit the 
following page for more information: 
East Sussex bookable vaccinations - Sussex Health & Care 
Partnership (sussexhealthandcare.uk) 
 
Vaccines are the most effective way to prevent serious illness from 
Covid-19 for more information on why it’s important: Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) vaccine - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

The Sixth Form football team have won the Sussex Schools FA East Division 
League for the first time in the sixth form’s history.  It’s a huge achievement and 
one which we are incredibly proud of the boys for.  We now enter a knockout 
play-off for a chance to win the Regional championship.  

Congratulations : Max Foulkes, William Reynard, Tom Allen ,Charlie 
Spencer ,Sam Harrison ,Lincoln Shearing ,Alex Maclean, Linden Sarens, 
Samuel Macy, Louie Towner, Alex Patching, Sebastian Stones, Charlie Pynn, 
Luke Cox, Finley Lambert, Luke Brooks 
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Second Hand Uniform 

We are delighted to be working in partnership with Seaford Environmental Alliance to support our parents, carers and families through 
providing a second hand school uniform facility, within our local community. 
 
The Seaford Climate Hub is located in the old NatWest bank (Clinton Place, Seaford) at 4 Clinton Place, Seaford, BN25 1NL.  The Hub is 
a place to find out more about local environmental action and how to get involved in projects. It is also used for activities that promote 
sustainability.  If you have any Seaford Head uniform items that are no longer required, we would be very grateful if you could please 
take them directly to the Seaford Climate Hub.  These donations will support other families in our community to source second hand 
school uniform items which promotes sustainability.  Parents/carers are encouraged to visit the Hub to collect any items they may 
need. The Hub is currently open from 10am – 1pm on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays.  Full details can be found here  https://
www.seafuture.org/  

Forensics Day 

The Seaford Head Psychology Department hosted it’s first Forensics day this past 
Monday.  It was an event led by Zakon training, which is an organisation that trains 
actual police detectives as well as many other branches of law enforcement.  

The day began with a 999 call, which was the re-enactment from an actual call, and 
which formed the case that students worked on.  The day went from the call to the 
crime scene, and finally ending with a trial. Students carried out multiple functions of 
different branches of criminology, law enforcement and the criminal justice system. 
Witnesses were interviewed, a crime scene was investigated, various functions within 
solving a criminal case were carried out, which highlighted a myriad of career paths.  
The leader of the event, Simon Smith, has over 30 years in experience in criminology, 
from being in a police force, being a detective, and then going on to obtain a law 
degree and publish research in Forensic Psychology.  Much of Simon’s published work coincides with many of the aspects of 
Forensic Psychology that we cover in year 2 of the A-level course.  However, the most exciting aspect of having Simon here was 
his ability to answer student questions with real-life experience.  We heard amazing stories of some of the work he’s done. 
Students as well as staff were truly inspired (and entertained!). 

The absolute highlight, however, was being able to participate in a Crown Court trial, where every person attending was given a 
task. We had a 12-member jury, prosecution, defence, detective sergeants, actual witnesses – it was an excellent roleplay in 
which the engagement and talent of our students were on full display.  

We hope to run this event again after such an outstanding start, possibly branching wider to Sociology as well as the wider sixth 
form, as the career opportunities crossed over man  pathways.  
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Ramadan, is the ninth month of the Islamic calen-
dar, observed by Muslims worldwide as a month 
of fasting, prayer, reflection and community. 
Muslims are required to spend a period of 30 days 
abstaining from food and drink, including water, 
during daylight hours, as a means of celebrating 
and reflecting on their faith. 

Autism is a lifelong disability that 
affects how people communicate 
and interact with the world.  
 
"It's important to help society un-
derstand every autistic person is 
different." 



Community Notices 

 

 

Holiday food and fun this Easter! 

FREE for children on benefit-related free school meals… 

A range of activities and food is available during school holidays at our Holiday food and fun clubs. It’s a great opportunity for 

children and young people to make new friends and enjoy a range of fun things to do.  

 

You can find out what’s on offer in your local area by visiting our website Holiday food and fun! 

 

Each club takes their own bookings so click on the club name on our Find a club page to find out how to book. 

https://new.eastsussex.gov.uk/children-families/childcare/welcome-to-holiday-food-and-fun/find-a-club/lymley-woods


 

 

 
 
24th March 2022 
 

Dear Parent, 

Would you be able to help our team provide counselling to troubled young 
people? 

The Youth Counselling Project has been working within Seaford Head School 
since the charity was launched in 2017. To date we have provided counselling 
for over 150 young people within the school and also have a presence in each 
of the four primary schools in Seaford. 

The charity is run by volunteers, we only pay for specialist counsellors and a 
bid writer, and we are looking for people to join the team in various roles, 
including Trustees and Fundraisers so that we can continue to address the 
increased demand for our service. 

We will be holding an information evening on Thursday 5th May at 7pm in the 
school where you can find out about the charity and how you could help. 
There will be a short presentation and discussion followed by refreshments. 

Please let us know if you are able to come by leaving a message on 07432 
872231 or on office@tycp.org.uk we look forward to seeing you then. 

Kind regards 

The Trustees of The Youth Counselling Project 
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