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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I hope that all members of our community are enjoying a restful summer holiday and taking the 
opportunity to spend time with friends and family.  In my July communication I stated that I would 
write to parents and carers to outline the arrangements for the on-site Covid testing of students 
before their return to school.  I can now confirm that on site testing will be taking place as outlined 
in the table below. 
 

Date Time Year Group / Test Number 
Thursday 2 September 2021 3.00pm – 4.00pm Year 10 / Test 1 

 4.00pm – 5.00pm Year 11 / Test 1 

 5.00pm – 7.00pm Sixth Form / Test 1 

Friday 3 September 2021 3.30pm – 4.30pm Year 9 / Test 1 

 4.30pm – 5.30pm Year 8 / Test 1 

 5.30pm – 7.00pm Year 7 / Test 1 

Monday 6 September 2021 3.30pm – 4.30pm Year 10 / Test 2 

 4.30pm – 5.30pm Year 11 / Test 2 

 5.30pm – 7.00pm Sixth Form / Test 2 

Tuesday 8 September 2021 3.00pm – 4.00pm Year 9 / Test 2 

 4.00pm – 5.00pm Year 8 / Test 2 

 5.00pm – 7.00pm Year 7 / Test 2 
 
These tests will take place in the LRC on the Arundel Road site and parental consent must be 
given.  If you previously gave consent for the testing January 2021 then you don’t need to 
resubmit the form, but if you didn’t take part last time and would like your child to have a test 
before returning in September please complete the form found on this link : 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=2_KUpoUZP0y16VBbckY4oB09pRpEsu
1Ik-LRmOU0Kc1UMUxIVVZGNDNDMDNRQlVQQVdQNkpVNjFQMS4u  
 
If you have any queries about the process please contact Mrs Laidlaw, Business Manager on 
SallyLaidlaw@seafordhead.org 
 
We are urging all students and staff to engage with the testing process to break chains of 
transmission as we return to school.  The twice weekly home testing should continue throughout 
September and we will maintain an onsite testing facility if any students find it difficult to complete 
testing at home. 
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Anyone who registers a positive LFD test should self-isolate in line with the latest guidance found 
here : https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-
home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 
 
The latest government guidelines regarding Covid can be found here 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-guidance) and the 
guidelines regarding the operational management of schools can be found here 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-
outbreak).  The school’s updated risk assessment has been attached to this communication.  
Although September will look much more like “normal” school arrangements, the emphasis on 
good hand and respiratory hygiene will be maintained.  We will continue to provide hand 
sanitation/hand washing facilities for students as they enter the school site.  Years 7 and 8 will 
continue to have separate entrances/exits on the Steyne Road site.  On the Arundel Road site, 
Year 9 will enter by Reception, whilst Years 10 and 11 will enter through the main student 
entrance by the Carlisle Wing.  The start/finish times will no longer be staggered and all students 
will be expected to arrive in school by 8.45am ready for registration at 8.50am.  School finishes at 
3.25pm on a Monday and 2.50pm on a Tuesday – Friday. 
 
Although face coverings are no longer mandatory in school, we are happy for students who feel 
reassured by wearing a face mask to continue to do so.  It’s important that face coverings are 
worn and stored safely and hands are cleaned before and after touching the mask.  We will keep 
a supply of face coverings on site which will be available on request.  Visitors to the school 
should continue to wear masks.  Any member of our community who is displaying symptoms of 
Covid 19 should not attend school and should arrange to take a PCR test as quickly as possible.  
In terms of track and trace, this will now be led by the NHS.  There is no longer a legal 
requirement for those who have been double vaccinated, or are under the age of 18 and 6 
months, to self isolate if they have been identified as a close contact, but they should carry out a 
PCR test. 
 
As we look to dismantle the zone arrangements in September and year groups have the 
opportunity to interact for the first time in 18 months, it is vital that we maintain the high standards 
of behaviour that have served us so well.  It will be so positive for our older students to continue 
to act as role models for their younger peers and set the tone across all three sites.  I am also 
looking forward to students coming together in Year group and House assemblies to celebrate 
their achievements.  Enclosed with this letter is a communication from Dr Wallace outlining our 
high expectations in terms of standards and how parents and carers can support in this area. 
 
Although this communication was planned to address the issue of on-site testing, I could not 
allow this opportunity to pass without paying tribute to our fantastic Year 11 and 13 students who 
received their GCSE and A level results earlier this month.  I hope that all members of our 
community saw the media coverage regarding their outstanding results.  They have all coped so 
well with the challenges of the pandemic and their impressive results were fully deserved.  Please 
visit our website for further details on their individual achievements.  Our students deserve full 
credit for these exceptional outcomes and I am sure that they would acknowledge that it would 
not have been possible without the fantastic support that they received from Seaford Head staff 
and their families at home. 
 
As a school community we have worked together to overcome the challenges of the last 18 
months and it is extremely exciting to be able to offer our students a richer educational 
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experience as we emerge from Covid in September.  We will keep these arrangements under 
review and update parents and carers of any changes.  If you have any queries regarding the 
start of the Autumn term please do not hesitate to get in touch.  You should also contact the 
school if your child is classed as clinically extremely vulnerable so that the whole school Risk 
Assessment can be modified accordingly. 
 
I look forward to seeing all our students in school for their on-site testing on 2 and 3 of September 
and then in full school uniform to start the new term at 8.45am on Monday 6 September. 
 
Enjoy the rest of the holidays. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr R Ellis 
Headteacher 


